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The Publiſher to the Rcader. 


Here preſent you with the Tranſlation of a 
mall Treatiſe, ſent ſome little time ago to 
a Gentleman in London by his Correſpondent 
in France. It has run thro the Fire there, 
and the Caſtom- Houſe here ; Two great Fiſcapes ! 
Which together with the Werght of the Subject it 
is upon, wil, I hope, heip to recommend it to the 
Curious, and turn the Ballance of the Town in its 
Favour. 

IT need not mention the I houſands of this Trea- 
tiſe in the Original, that have, as I am informed, 
been Privately Printed, and handed about over the 
whole Kingdom of France : For if the ſecret Springs 
of Great Actions and Revolutions, are fully accoun- 
ted the meſt valuable Part of Hiſtory, this Little 
Piece may upon that ſcore claim ſome Regard, fince 
it epens the Firſt Scene of a probable Reformation 
in France; where there ſeems nothing to be wanting 
but. an Henry the Eighth, to finiſh ſo great and 
defirahle a Change, and to unite us as happily in 
our Religion, as we are at preſent in our Politicks, 
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AM very much oblig'd to you for the State 
of your Religious Controverſies in England; 
which, to ſay the Truch, in many reſpects 
have ſo near a Reſemblance to our Diſputes 
here, that I was of Opinion, 1 could not make you 
a fitter Return, than by ſending you a ſhort Ac- 
count of the Conſtitution Unicexitus 5 Which, a- 
mong other Pieces it has given Birth to, has pro- 
ducd this little one encloſed ; the Author whece- 
of ſeems to have been ſo well acquainted with 
the Cauſes, and ſeveral Steps that have been ta- 
ken on both Sides, and has related them with fo 
much Modeſty and Integrity, that I thought 
I ſhould gain more Credit with you, by ſend- 
ing you the Book it (cif, than by any lame Per- 
formance of my own. 
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HE Conſtitution, or Bull Ux1Gcenimtus, which 
is {9 called from its beginning with that Word, 

was given by Pope Clwment XI. the 8:4 of September 
1713. againſt a Book Entituled, Moral Reflections upon 
the New T:ſtament, written by Father QuesxeL ; who 
was born of a good Family at Paris in the Yea 
. _ 1 | 
After he had ſpent his Youth in vertuous and 
innocent Exerciſes, he entred into the Society of 
the Ocatory ; wheie he ſoon recommended himſelf 
by his fingular Picty and Learning; of which hc 
has given eminent Proofs, by his Edition of St. Les“ 
Works, and Learned Notes thereupon, He hz: 
publiſh'd ſeveral other uſeful and inſtructive Pieces, 
amonglt which are his Chriftian Prayers upon the chi-, 
Annual Feftivals, and the Book call'd Moral Reflect: 
ons nen the Now Teſtament, 1 

His Attachment to ſound Morals, and the Op- 
nions of St. Auguſtine and St. Thomas upon Grace, 
together with a particular Zeal for maintaining th. 
Liberties of the Gallic:n Church, ſoon rende r'd bi 
odious to the 7eſuirs; to avoid whoſe Fury, he ret! 
red in 1685, to Bruſſ:/s : But they purſu'd him even 
that Retreat; and in oz, got him and his Pape. 
ſeiz d, by an Order from the King of Spain. 

However, they made no Diſcovery of thoſe Pic 
jects they intended to charge the Fanſenifts with, © 
whom they reckon'd him the Chief. So, after 
ſew Months Impriſonment, he made his Eſcape 3: 
a wonderful manner, to Amferdam ; where he 1pcn 
the reſt of his time in Prayer, and the Defence ©: 
Truth, and the Doctrine of the Catholick Church, 


„ His 


15 


His Book of Aforal Ref: ions was firft written in 


Latin, for the Ule of the Society he belong'd to. 


At the requeſt of Count Bri-mne, chen Secretary of 


State, he tranſlated it into French : Then, ar the lo- 
ſtance of the Marquis de Laigue, he made ſome. 


Additions to it; and a few Yeats aſterwards put it 
into the Dreſs. it now wears. 

As ſoon as ever ic was pubilſh'd, M. Flix Ja- 
liant, Biſhop of Chalons, recommended it to the 
Clergy of his Diocels, 'by piciixing a Letter to 
the Book, in which © he ſpeaks of ic as a moll ex- 
* cellent piece, thrown by Providence into his 
* Hands, and which he had examin'd with the 
© urmolt Care and Application. The Author, 


ſays he, of this Work, muſt un quetionably have. 


© been endowed with that 4: Gig Charity St. Au- 
* guſtine mentions, and long converſant with the 
Holy Spirit, to be able to dictate this Divine 
Book, and penetrate with fo much Clearnels and 
Unction into the Meaning of the Myſteries and 
Doctrincs of the Word incarnate. 


 % ® a 


The Biſhop of M-aux likewiſe, fo Eminent for 
his Service co the Church, in a Treatile publiſh 4 
by him in Defence of Father. Q New e- 
ſtament, tells us What Reception this Book mer 
with when it firſt came out. This Book, %, be, 
* which at that time contain d only ſome naked 
Texts of the Goſpel, with ſome Notes upon chem, 
was receivd with ſuch an Eagernels, and 0 
much Edification, in the Dioceſs of Cbælons, that 
you would have beliey” d, the Primitive Chriſtian 
Leal in medicating Day and Night upon the 
Word of God, had been renewed in our 
Days. 
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The preſent Archbiſhop of Paris who fucceeded 
Monſieur Yialart in the Biſhoprick of Chalons in 
1680, was of opinion, that in this Book, call'd 
© The New Teſtament in French, he had found an ine- 
ſtimable Treaſure for his Church, &c. only he 
thought it neceſſary to reviſe it more carefully, as 
well to make it agree better with the Vulgar, as 
© to reduce the Summaries and Reflections to a 
greater Exactnels: Which when he had finiſh'd, 
in imitation of his Predeceſſor, he directed to the 
Clergy of his Dioceſs, by a recommendatory Letter 
in the Front of the Book, 


So 


A 


© Our Predeceſſor, ſays he, thought he made you 
2 rare Preſent, when he gave it you, whil'ſt it 
was yet Imperfect: What Advantages therefore 
may I not hope you will reap from it, after the 
Author has augmented and enrich'd it with a great 
Variety of Holy and Learned Reflections, colle- 
© Red the moſt beautiful and pathetick Paſſages out 
of the Writings of the Fathers upon the New Te- 
* ftament, and given you an Abſtract of the whole, 
* full of Union and Light.-— You will there 
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'* ſee the Bread of the Word, with which you. are 


to ſeed your Flocks, ready broken, and prepared 
© to be diſtributed to them. This Book will fill you 
* with the excellent Knowledge of Jeſns Chriſt. 
Nor were the Biſhop of C4alens, and his Succeſlor, 
the preſent Archbiſhop of Para, the oaly Prelates 
that declar'd in favour of this Book of Ar Refe- 


£11095. 


© Many other greatPrelates(ſays Monſienr de Noai/- 
© les in his Letter of December 20. 1711. to Monſicur 
Agen, as famous for their great Piety and Ap- 
© plication to the Cure of Souls, as for oppoſing 


Innovations, ſome of which are ſince dead in ws 
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© Savour of Holine(s) encourag'd me to favour this 
* Work ; finding it proper to infpire the People 
© with Piety, and enlighten the Paſtors, to whoſe 
© Charge they are committed. Particulaty Monſieur 
* JUrfe, Biſhop of Limnges (who had his Education 
in the Seminary of St. Sulpice, and whoſe Con- 
© ſcience and whole Dioceſs were all directed by 
Eccleſiaſtical Perſons of that Society) in a Let- 
* ter to Monſieur e Noailles upon this Subject, ex- 
* preſtes himſelf thus: 


© Permit me to offer to you a Matter which l 
* ſubniic ro your Judgment; but which J ſhould 
think of great Uſe and Advantage to the Clergy, 
© it relation to Father Pueſnel's Reflettions upon, the 
* New T:ffament; which to me ſeem ſolid and full 
© of Unction, if they were better digeſted ; and 
© would be more ſerviceable, if the Author would 
© bur give himſelf the trouble to extract only what 
relates to the Epiſtles and Goſpels of the Lear. 
* Your Approbation of this Work is of ſo great 
Authority, and with fo much Reaſon, Oc. 


Monſieur de Harl, then Archbiſhop of Paris, 
was fo far from oppoſing the Publication of a Work, 
the good Effects of which he ſaw increaſe every 
Day, that he often receiv'd Prefents of it with an 
avow'd Satisfaction: Infomuch that one might ap- 
ply what is written in the As of the Apoſles, to this 
happy Succeſs, that the Word of God increaſed, and the 
Number of zealous Readers multiplied exceedingly. 

Monſieur de Noailles, the Cardinal's Brother, whs 
ſaceeeded, him upon his Tranſlation to the See of 
Paris, concurr'd with his illuſtrious Predeceſſors in 
this Opinion, | i 


Ty 
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I cannot excuſe my ſelf, t be, (ſpeaking to 
the Clergy of his Dioceſs) from recommending 
to your Peruſal the Book of Reflections upon 1he 
© New Teſtament, for which the Church of Fance is 
© beholden to the late Biſhop of Chalont, who cau- 
© ſed it to be printed when it was yet imperſect, and 
© which the Archbiſhop of Paris approv d after the 
Author had finifh'd it, and upon his quitting the 
© Dioceſs, left it with you as a moſt valuable Trea- 
© ſure, and Teſtimony of his Zeal, to inftiukt you 


in your Duties. 


The late Bp. of Meaux, as an Eye- witnels, tells us 
that after Monſieur de Noailles had taken Poſleſſion 
of the Archbiſhoprick of Paris, he thought himic!t 
* under a freſh Obligation to perfect this Work; 
© and wiſely foreſeeing that the Edition of 1696, 
© which had already turn'd to fo goed Account, 
would be quickly bought up, he got ready that of 
© 1699, With inexpreflible Diligence; in doing of 
© which, he not only made uſc of the Opinions 01 
© his Friends, but the Malice of his Enemies, that hc 
© might obviate all Objections, and finiſh a Wotk 0! 
© fo much Importance. IF 

* If, (ſays the Biſhop of Mezux in another Place) 
© there is any Part obſcure, or Fault to be fund 
© with the Expreſſions as an inleparable Conte 
© quence of the Imperfections of Human Nature, ! 
© dare allure you, that cur illuſtrious, Archbithop 
will handle them with as little Partiaiicy, as ny 
© ſevereſt Cenſors, 1 


12 5 


* 


This Bookzas the Cardinal de Naailles informs us in 


his Letter to Monſieur 4 Agen, © has been read tor 
© near Thirty Years with great Advantage and Lat 


© fication ; during which long Term, ncith-1 
* Prieſts, Doors, Lay-men, Biſhops, Cardina“ 
- : kl [4 el 

| Friend; 
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* Friends nor Foes, or in a Word, any one elſe, 


© hath taken notice of the dangerous Poiſon they 


c 


pretend ſince to have diſcoverd init: Nay, the 
Biſhop of Agen kimfelf, in his Letter of 1711, to 
Meſſieurs 4. Lncon and de la Rochelle, tells us, that 
"her la Chai/s, a Jeſuit, and Conſeſſor to the 
lace King, had for two Years together taken the 
Subject of bis Meditations from the Book of Moral 
Reft:Uims, without diſcovering any thing in it but 
what tended to Edifisation. 

The firſt that oppoſed this Book, fo univerſally 
valued, was the Author of the Libel calld the 
Problem, written, as tis thought, by Father Sowatre, 
a Jeſuit ; whoſe Book, as it came into the World 
attended with a general Diſlike ; ſo it was cenſur d 
it Paris by a Decree of Parliament, and at home by 
the Holy Office, Fuly 2, 1700. 

This Attack ſerved only to give Father 9ueſneÞs 
Dok greater Reputation. It engaged the late Fa- 
mous Biſhop of Meaux to enter the Liſts, and pub - 
iſha Piece in Vindication of the Moral R:fletions ; 
wherein that Learned Prelate does, by way of Ad- 
vance, juſtifie the greateſt Part of che moſt impor- 
tant Propoſitions at this day condemned by the Com 
Hitution. . 

It was alſo on Occaſion of the Problem, that 63 
Propoſnions were taken out of Father Queſne“s 
Book, and examined at Rome; but after an exact 
>cruetiny, they were then ſound ro contain nothing 
but what was agreeable to the Doctrines of St. Au- 
guſtine, St. Proſper and St. Les, altho they have been 
ince condemned by the Bull Unipenitns. 

Now, becauſe ic may ſeem a ching incredible to 
Men of Candor and Ingenuity, that this Book 
Hould be condemned after it had been ſo long and 
untverfally receiv'd, and undergone ſo many and 
evere Examinations ; I ſhall here acquaint the Rea» 
get with the Reaſons. | The 
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The Jeſuits had long waited for a favourabls 
Opportunity to ereR their Syſtem upon Grace, 
which they ſubmit to the Will of Man, into a Do- 
&rine, and to introduce Principles even unbecom- 
ing wiſe Pagans, as the Clergy of Pars ſay, in the 
room of thoſe which Wiſdom it ſelf has given vs to 
guide our Actions. 

Jo this end, they believ'd, nothing would con- 
duce more effectually, than to get a Book, wherein 
all the oppoſite Doctrines are contained, formally 
condemn'd, and then to build up their new Syſtem 
upon its Ruins, | 
Father Queſnels Book was made choice of; and 
it deſerved the Preference upon many accounts : 
Not only be cauſe it firmly eſtabliſh'd all the Princi- 
ples of found Doctrine; but becauſe its Author 
was known to be a proſeſt Enemy to all cheir Inno- 
vations: Beſides, he was a Member of the Society 
of the Oratory, which the Jeſuits ever look d upon 
as their Rival; and therefore would have been glad 

to have diſparaged it in the Perſon of one of their 

Members. Laftly, the great Succeſs the Book of 
Reflections had met with, was a freſh Motive to 
engage their Endeavours to bring it into Di- 
grace. | 

Indeed, one would have imagin'd, that the Re- 
ſpect due to thoſe illuſtcious Prelates, who had un. 
dertaken the Defence of Father 2uefnel's Book, e- 
ſpecially Cardinal de Noailles, who had, as it were, 
made it his own, might bave checkt them in their a 

furious Career: Bur it proved quite otherwiſe ; ior 
the Protection the Cardinal gave it, was one o! We 
the chiel Reaſons that made them exclaim fo high'y nM 
againſt it; No Soul (ſays the Cardinal bimic:: 

in his Letter co Monſieur 4'Agen) having offered ay 
„to find fault with it, till my Crder, or if you 

© pleaſe, my Approbation was fixt to it. * 


(9) 

The Cardinal, it ſeems, was not ſubmiſſive e- 
nough, nor willing to acknowledge that Depens 
dence they requird ; and this he had given them 
to underſtand ; ' when talking one day with Father 
Bourdslouz,, he told him, that be would always be a 
Friend to thier Sozicty, but never their Slave. This 
highly diſguſted them : Beſides, they could not 
with any Patience fee how his Eminency's Credit 
wich the King increaſed to their Prejudice, and 
therefore reſolved to fall upon ſome Way or other 
to le ſlen it. | 

Again, The famous Ordinance of 1696, in 
wnich the Cardinal firmly maintains the Doctrine 
of St, Auguſtine upon Grace and the Love of God, 
afforded new Matter to exercile their Spleen upon, 
and from that time Father la Cheiſe (wore, that he 
would make the Cardinal drink up the Cup of the Wrath 
of the Secicty, even to the Dregs. 

After this inſolent Behaviour co 2 Perſon of the 
Cardinal's Diſtlinction and Character in the Church, 
they could not think themſelves fate till they had 
drawn in the Pope himfelf to be of their Party; 
in which there was the leſs Difficulty, he being na- | 
turally inclin'd to favour the Doctrine of the Je- 
ſuits upon Grace, His Authentick Approbation of | 
Cardinal Sfondrati's Book, call'd, The Knot of Prede- | 
ſtination unty'd, the Care he took in printing it, the 44 
zealous manner in which he declares himie!t in its VE * 

| 


favour, againſt all Oppolers, leave no room to '# 
doubt but his Holineſs will adopt the Opinion of 4 $119 
Book which evidently eſtabliſhes the moſt Natural, | 
but at the ſame time the moſt Odious Conleguences 7 
of Adoliniſm. | H. 
Another thing that diſguſted his Holineſs, was, #115 
3 tharc Father 9re/nel ſtrenuouſly aflerred the Inde- 
3 pendence of Kings in Temporal Matters. Nor 
4 was the Author himſelf leſs obnoxious than the 
| C Book, 
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Book. being charged with publiſhing ſeveral Pieces 
in defence of à certain great Archbiſhop, againſt 
the Church of Rome. 

Nor did the Cardinal's Name do Father Pueſn's 
Book any more ſervice with the Pope, than it had 
had done with the Jeſuits, Scarce any one but has 
heard of the particular Reaſons his Holineſs has had 
to be difpleated with his Eminence. 

In the Year 169, his Eminence, in conjunction 
with four other Prelates of France, preſented cer- 
tain Propoſitions taken out of Sfuxdrari's Book, cal. 
led The Knot of Predeſtination untied, to Innocent XII. 
amongſt which this is one: 


Although we ſhould grant that there are fome in 
the World, under an invincible Ignorance of God; yer 
that Ignorance it ſelf is a Happineſs: For Sin being 
e//-ntially an Offence and Injury done to God, it foliows 
neceſſarily, that ſuch as have no Knowledge of God, 
caunot offend or fin againſs bim, nor merit Eternal Pu- 
nijhment. 

But then it follows likewiſe, as the Biſhops 
obierve in their Preſentment, ther Parricides, Mur 
therers, and Men abandoned to the miſt monſtrous Vi- 
ces, are puiltl-fs, and out of the Danger of Eternal 
Puniſhm:int, whenever it pleaſes God to do them that 
ſingular favour to leave them in the Blindneſs of tir 


Underſtunding, and in perfect Ignorance of Himelf. 


His preſent Holineſs, then Cardinal Allano, the 
avowed Patron of that Piece, was ſenſibly touch'd 
with the Imputation of maintaining thoſe abomina- 
ble Propoſitions: And though he hinderd the 
Condemnation of it at that time ; yet he has ever 
2 retained a ſharp Reſentment againſt the Car- 

inal. 


The 


6119 
The wholſome Advice his Eminence thovghe 
himſelf obliged to give his Holineſs upon his Ele- 
vation to the Holy Chair, to provide ſome ſpeedy 
Remedy againſt the Scandal of the Idolatry intro- 
duced by the Jeſuits in China, oftended his Delica- 
cy, very unfic to receive ſuch Advice. 

The Care the Aſſembly of the Clergy took in 
170%, to aſſert the Biſhops Right of being Judges 
in Matters of Doctrine, againſt the Pretenſions of 
the Court of Rome, who would reduce them to the 
ſervile Condition of only executing the Pope's De- 
crees, compleated his Holineſs's Indiſpoſition to 
the Cardinal, who was Preſident of that Aflcmbly ; 
and at that time Cardinal F,broz; was heard to lay, 
That they knew-how to find Matter enough in the Moral 
Reflections, to make Cardinal de Noailles repent of bis 


Conduct in that Aſſembly. 
In 1708, the Jeſuits prevailed with the Pope to 


grant them a Decree out of the Holy Olic, by 
which the Book of Mora! Reflections is condemned, 
without ſpecifying any particular Propoſition. 

This Decree was conceived in fuch a inanner, 
as there was lictle or no Handle to cake hold of, 
At the fame time it left the Jeſuits ar liberty to 
condemn whatever they fcund contrary to their 
Principles. And, what was yet of greater conſe- 
quence to them, engaged the Court of Rome in 
their Intereſt, which aſter fuch a Step, could by 
no Means retreat. | 

It was rejected in France: But Father Tellier, who 
ſucceeded 7a Chaiſe, as Confeſſor to the King;refolv- 
ed to carry Matters to a greater Lengeh. He was 
an open Enemy to the Cardinal, and bore a Perſo- 
nal Grudge to all that ſtood in defence of St. Augu- 
tines Doctrine; they having more than once con- 
victed him of impoſing Lies on the World in the 
Books he publiſhed in vindication of the Idolatry 
* C2 ſup» 


( 12 ) 
ſupported by the Jeſuits in Chima, But as he had 
the King's Ear, and aimoſt all the Biſhops had been 
preferr'd by means of the Jeſuits, he eaſily promi- 
led himſelf Succeſs. | 

Immediately he calls to his Aſſiſtance the Biſhops 
of Lugon, de la Rochelle, and Gap ; all which attack» 
ed Father Qyeſnels Book in a moſt outragious man- 
ner, by their Mandates which they diſperſed through 
Paris with great Aﬀectation ; and went ſo far as 
to put them up at the Gates of the Archbiſhop's 
Palace. To this Condemnaticn of the Propofiti- 
ons Monſieur de Gp added fome Articles fo i j ti- 
ous to the Doctrine of St. Auguſtine, and fo c utta- 
dictory to found Murals, that ſeveral Communicies, 
Cut ates and Doctors, thought themicives obliged 
to apply to the Cardinal to condemn them, which 
he could not refuſe. 

But Father Telli-r was not diſcouraged by this ill 
Succeſs: He ſtraightway fell upon anocher Project, 
and formed a Letter direted to the King, complai- 
ning of che Cardinal, with a deſigu to leſſen his 
Credit at Court. This Lettet he diſpatches to all 
the Biſhops that had any fore of Dependence on 
him, with Orders, after they had ſigned it, to re- 
mit it to him under a flying Seal: But by a ſurpri- 
Zing Stroke of Providence, being ſent by the Ab- 
bat Bochart to his Uncle Clymont, it was intercep- 
ted, and publiſhed, and by that means the Fathers 
dangerous Plot inticely deicated. 

Tollier having now no hopes of making any thing 
of the Biſhops of France, turned his Views towards 
R me, and prevailed with the King to apply to the 
Pope for a Bull againſt Father Pueſnel's Book; and 


that they might engage his Hulineſs more readily. 
| 8 * to this Requeſt, and fairly ſettle their whole 
) 


tem, already more than once cordemned, upon 
the Articles of Doctrine and Mortality, they _ 
| LOOK 
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took to ſapport his pretend ed Superiority over Bi. 
ſhops and Kings, and to intruduce into France ſuch 
Principles as thuuld fix his Claim, which they alſo 
adviſed him to inſert in his Bull. 

At length the Pope appointed a Congregation of 
Cardinals belonging to the Holy Ofhce; among 
hom were Fabre, a declared Enemy to our Liber- 
ties, and Ferrari, to hear ſuch Points diſcuſs'd, as 
were propoſed by certain Counſellors. 

We ate allured that Cardinal Ferrari oppoſed the 
the Cenfure of almoſt all che Propoſitions: But 
however, it was Carried againſt his Opinion, and 
approved by the Congregation. 

Thus was the Conſtitution Unigenirys patch'd up 
in hugger mugger, Without the Participation of 
the Holy College of Cardinals, as is uſual on ſuch 
Occaſions. And this is the Tribunal from whence 
comes the Deciſion of the moſt important Points of 
Doctrine, Morality and Diſcipline; many of which 
have a long time deſerved the Conſideration of a 
General Council: And ali this without allowing 
Father Qucſuel to be heard, or ſpeak a Word in De- 
i-nce of his Writings, although he had earneftiy 
begg'd that Favour in a Letter to che Pope full of 
Modeſty and Reſpect. 
© I beleech your Holineſs (ſays he) and conjure 
you by the Love you bear ro Juſtice, that you 
will have the Goodneſs to grant me a (Third 
Favour ;) which is, that I may not be condem- 
ned in my Doctrine before I am heard, and have 
the proper means allowed me of making my De- 
fence. For if the moſt odious Criminals, even 
among Barbarians, are not denied the juſt Liber- 
ty of aſſerting and proving their Innocency ; 
how much more agreeable to Juſtice is it, that a 
Prieſt ſhould not be condemned by the Holy A- 
poſtolick See, Without being heard in his Om 
185 Go 
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Defence, eſpecially when the Queſtion is not a- 
bout an obſcure trifling matter; but about a Book 
of ſome confequence, by che Aiden it has ac- 
quired among the Faithful, who have been ſo 
long in poſſeſſion of it; by the Part our Law 
\ul Superiours have taken in its Deſence; the 
Authority of many Eminent Prelates who have 
ſupported it, and the Approbation of ſeveral 
Learned and Able Doctor. One cannot under- 
value the Judgment of fo many Perſons of Ve. 
ric, without deſpigng that of almoſt the whole 
Kingdom, where this Book has been read for 
above Forty Years, with a Satisfaction my Mo— 
Celly will not ſuffer me to Mention, 


fn @a 2 aa ®akieo r 


But all Father Sens Rhetorick could not 
prevail with his Houngis to ſhew any regard to 
his Requeſt, or to the Character of thoſe Venera— 

ie Prelates who had approvd and adopted his 
Book. The Conſtitution arrived without eicher 
the one or other's being heard. 


This Conſtitution conſiſts of Two Parts. 


Firf, The Condemnation of the Book written 
by Father S; who is therein tiled, a Jo. 
vouring W oll, a Falſe Propher, Father of Lies, 
Seducet of the Simple, cheating Hypocrite, In- 
venter of the Sects of Perdition, Faliier of the 
Holy Scripeures, Corrupter of the Golpel, Pot- 
ſoner of Souls, a Diſciple, Imitator and Chil! 
of the Devil, taught in his School, and agita- 
ted by his Evil Spirit, to be the infernal Enter- 
Prizer of ſeducing the Faithfal, and perverting 
their Piety and Knowledge of the Word of God 

which, ſay they, he has wickedly corrupted and 
falfifizd, covering himſe!{ with the moving No- 

t30! 
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tions of Piety, as with a Sheep's Cloathing. 


Secondly, It contains the Conderanation of ſe- 
veral important Points of Doctrine and Difci- 
pline contained in the following 101 Propcfitions 
taken out of Father Jes Book, 
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Propofition r. 
HAT elſe remains to a Soul that bas 
loſt God and his Grace, but Sin, and 
the Conſequences of Sin, proud Poverty, and 
Ooathful Indigency ; that is, an univerſal wane 


of Power to Labour, to Pray, and to do any good 
Action? 


Prop. 2. 

The Grace of Jeſus Chriſt, the efficacious 
Principle of whatſoever kind of good, is neceſ- 
ſary for every good Action; without it, not 
only nothing is done, but neither can it be 
done. | 

Prop. 3. 

You Command, O Lord, in vain, if yon 

your ſelf don't give what you Command, 
Prop. 4. 

Yes, Lord; all things are poſſible to him, to 
whom you make 'em poſſible, by working che 
{ame in him. 

Prop. J. 

When God does not ſoften the Heart by the 
intetiour Uaction of his Grace, Exhortations and 
exteriour Graces, ſerve for nothing but co harden 
it the more. 
a Prop. 6. 

The difference between the Covenant with 
the Fews, and that with the Chriſtians, is, that 
in the Former God cxacts from a Sinner, the 
avoiding of Sin, and the fulfilling of the Law, 
whilſt he leaves him in his want of Power; 
but in the Later, God gives to a Sinner, 
what he Commands, by puritying him with his 
Grace, 


Frop. 


(17) 
Prop. 7. 

What Advantage is there for a Man in the 
Old Covenant, wherein God, impoſing his Law 
upon him, has left him to his own Weakneſs ? Buc 
what Happineſs is there not, in being admitted to 
a Covenant, wherein God gives unto us what he 
demands of us ? 


Prop. 8. 

We don't belong to the New Covenant, but 
in as much as we are Partakers of his New Grace, 
which works in us that which God commands us 
to do. 

Prep. 9, 

The Grace of Chriſt is a Sovereign Grace, with- 
out which, we can never confeſs Chriſt; and with 
which, we never deny him. 


Prop. 10. ; 
Grace is the Operation of the Omnipotene 


Hand of God, which nothing can kinder or 


retard, 
Prop. II. 

Grace is nothing elſe but the Will of Almigh- 
ty God, commanding, and doing what he com- 
mands. 

Prop. 12. 

Whe:, God will fave a Soul, the undoubted 
En ct fol os the Will of God, in whatſoever time, 
in whatſoever place. 

5 Prop. 13 
When God will fave a Soul, and touches it with 


the iateriour Hand of his Grace, no human Will 


reſiſts him. 
Prop. 14 | 
How remote ſoever an obſtinate Sinner is from 
Salvation, when Jeſus expoſes himfelt to his Sight, 
by the wholeſome _ of his Grace, he * 
mu 


(13) | 
muſt yield himſelf, approach with ſpeed, humble 
himſelf, and adore his Saviour, 
Prop. 15. 

When God accompanies his Command, and 
his eternal Speech, with the Unction of his Spi- 
fit, and the inward Force of his Grace; it 
works in the Heart the Obedience which he 
demands. 

. Prop. 16. 

There are no Charms that yield not to thoſe of 

Grace, becauſe nothing reſiſts che Almighty. 
Prop. 17. 

Grace is that Voice of che Father, which teaches 
Men inwardly, and makes em come to Jeſus Chriſt ; 
whoſoever does not come to him, after he has 
heard the exteriour Voice of the Son, was in no wiſe 
taught by the Father, 

Prop. 18. 

The Seed of the Word, which the Hand of God 

waters, does always bring forth its Fruit. 
Prop, 19, 

The Grace of God is nothing elſe but his Om- 
nipotent Will: This is the Idea which God him- 
ſelf gives us in all his Scriptures, | 

Prop 209. 

The- true Idea of Grace is, that God will be 
obey'd by us, and is obey'd; that he commands, 
and all things are done; that he ſpeaks as Lord, 
and all things are ſubject to him, 

„ :: Prop. 21. | 

The Grace of Jeſus Chriſt is a ſtrong, powerful, 
ſovereign, invincible Grace, as being the Opera- 
tion of an Omnipotent Will, the Sequel and Imi- 
tation of the Operation of God, making his Son 
Man, and faiſing him from the Dead. 


Prop. 


(19) 
Prop. 22. 

The Agreement between the Omnipotent Ope- 
ration of God in the Heart of Man, and the free 
Conſent: of his Will, does oreſeruly appear to us 
in the Incarnation, as in the Source and firſt Pat- 
tern of all other Operations of Mercy and Grace ; 
all Which do proceed as undue, and depend 
upon God as much as this very Original Operas 
tion, | 

Prop. 23. 

God himſelf has given us an Idea of the Omni- 
potent Operation of his Grace, notiſying it by 
that, whereby he makes Creatures out of Nothing, 
and-reſtores Life unto the Dead. 

Prop. * 
The true Idea which the Centurion has of 


the Omnipotence of God and Jeſus Chriſt, in 


healing Bodies by the ſole Motion of his W ill, 
is the Likeneſs of the Idea, which muſt be fam d 
of the Omnipotence of his G: ace, in Curing Souls 
of Concupiſcence. 

Prop, 

God enlightens the Soul, and heals her, as well 
as the Body, with his Will alone ; he commands, 
and is obey d. 
Prop. 26. 

No Graces are given but by Faith. 
Prop. 27. 


Faith is the ficſt Grace, and the Fountain of all 


others. 
3 Prop. 28. 
The firſt Grace which God grants to a Sinner, is 
the Remiſſion of his Sins. 
Prop. 29. 
Qut of the Church, no Grace is granted. 


D 2 Prop. 
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Prop. 30. 
Alt thoſe whom God's Will is to ſave, through 
Chrift, are infallibly ſaved. 
Prop. 31. | 

The Deſires of Chriſt 0 always their Effect; 
he cauſes Peace in the Bottom of Hearts, when he 
wiſhes it to em. 

Mg i: 4: 

Jefus Chriſt delivered himſelf to Death, to free 
for ever by his Blood the Firft Begotten, that is, 
the Elect, from the Hand of the Exterminating 
Angel. 

Prop. 33. 

O how much muſt one have renounced earthly 
Goods and ones felf, to conceive the Aſſurance of 
appropriating, as I may ſay, to ones ſelf, Chriſt 
Jeſus his Love, Death, and Myſteries ; as St. Paul 
does, when he ſays, Who loved me, and delivered bim- 


ſeif for me. 


Prop. 14. 
The Grace of Aaam produced none but human 
Merits. | | 
Prop. 35. 


The Grace of Adæm is the Conſequence of the 


Creation, and was due to Nature when ſound and 
ENCE, 
Prop. 36. . 
Ibe eſſential Difference between the Grace of 
Adam, and of the State of Innocency and Chritti- 
an Grice, is, that every one had received the For- 
mer 1n his own Perſon ; but the Latter is not re- 
ceived otherwiſe, than in the Perſon of Jeſus Chr iſt 
xeluſcitated, to whom we are united. | 
| ><; Prod. 23 

The Grace of Adu, by ſanctiſying him in him- 

ſelf, was proportion'd to him: Chrittian Grace, by 


* I | 


_—__ MM © wi 


621) 


— ＋. us in Jeſus Chriſt, is omnipotent, and 


the Son of God. 
Prop. 38. 

A Sinner has no Free Will, but to do evil, without 

the Grace of the Deliverer. 
Prop. 39. 

The Will which is not prevented by Grace, has 
no Light but to go aſtray ; no earneſt Deſire put to 
throw it felf headlong; no Strength, but to wound 
it ſelf: It's capable of all Evil, and uncapable of all 
Good. 


worthy 0 


Prep. 40. 

Without Grace we can love nothing but to our 

Condemnation. 
| Prep 41. 1 

All Knowledge of God, even Natural, even in 
Pagan Philoſophers, can't come but from God, and 
without Grace: produces nothing but Preſamption, 
Vanity and Oppoſition to God himſelf, inſtead of 
Aſfe&ions of Adoration, Gratitude and Love. 

Prop. 42. 

The Grace of Chriſt alone hes a Man fic for 
the Sacrifice of Faith: Without this Sacrifice, therg 
is + OY but Impurity, nothing but Unworthi- 

5, 

Prop. 43. | 

The firſt Effect of Baptiſmal Grace, is, to make 
us die to Sin; ſo that the Spirit, Heart, Senſe, have 
"4VS no more 146 for Sin, than 2 dead Man has 
tor the T hings of this World. 

Prop. 44 

There are but two Loves from whence the Ope- 
ation of the Will, and all our Actions procced; 

de Love of God, "which does all chings for God, 
which God rewards ; and the Love we bear 


var ſelves and the World, which does not refer 


God, what ought to be referred to him, o 
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for this very reaſon is bad, 
Prop. AF» 

When the Love of God reigns no more in the 
Heart of Sinners, carnal Concupiſcence neceſſarily 
reigns therein, and corrupts all its Actions. 

Prop. 46. 

Concupiſcence, or Charity, make the Uſe of ch. 
Senſes good or evil, 

Prop. 47. 

Obedience to the Law muſt flow from form: 
Source, and the Source is Charity, When the 
Love of God is the inward Principle, and the Gl 
ry of God the End thereof; then chat which 
pears outwardly, is pure; otherwiſe tis nothi:;-- 
but Hypocriſie or falſe Juſtice, | 
| Prop. 48. 

What can we be elſe Gwe Darkneſs, but Wand 
ers, but Sin, without the Light of Faith, with; 
Chriſt, and without Charity? 

Prop. 49. 

As there is no Sin without the Love of our (els -- 

ſo there is no good Work withour the Love 


God. 
Prop. 50. 
We cry in vain to God, Ay Father, unleſs it 
the Spirit of Charity that cries. 
Prop. Fr. 
Faith juſtifies when it works; but it does 
work except by Charity, 
Frop. F2. | 
All other Means of Salvation are contained 
Faith, as in their Bud and Seed; but this Pai! 
not without Love and Confidence. 
R 
Charity alone does (Chriſtian Actions) inn C': 1 
ian way, with relation to God and Jeſus Chriit 
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Prop. 

Tis Charity alone that 10 85 to God, God hears 
it alone. 

Prop. 

God crowns nothing but Charity ; ; he that runs 
with any other Impulſe, or upon any other Motive, 
runs in vain, 

Prop. 5 6. 

God rewards nothing but Charity; becauſe Cha- 

rity alone honours God. 


Prop, 57. 
All is wanting to the Sinner, when Hope is wane 


ting to him; and there is no Hope in God, where 
there is no Love of God, = 
Prop. 58. 

There is neither God nor Religion where there 
is no Charity. 

Prop. 59. 

The Prayer of the Wicked is a new Sin; and what 
God grants to em, is a new Judgment upon em. 

Prop. Go. 

If Fear of Puniſhment be the only Motive of 
Repentance, the more vehement the Repentance 
is, the me re it leads to Deſpair, 

Prop. 61. 

Fear ſtops che Hand alone ; But the Heart is ad- 
dicted to Sin, as long as it is not led by the Love of 
Juſtice. 

Prop, 62. 

He that refrains from Sin only for fear of Pain, 
commits it in his Heart, and is already guilty before 
God, 


Prop. 63. 
A Perſon baptized i is yet under the Law like a 
Few, if he does not fulfil the La, or fulfils it only 
out of Fear. 


Prep. 
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Prop. 64. 
Under the Curſe of the Law no good js ever 
done; becauſe one fins both by doing evil, and by 
avoiding it purely for Fear. 
4 Prop. 65. 
. doſes, the Prophets, the Prieſts and Doctors of 
the Law, dy'd without. having made any one a 
a Child of God, ſince they only made Slaves by 
Fear, 

Prop, 66. 

He that will approach unto God, muſt not come 
unto him with brutal Paſſions, not be led by a na- 
tural Inſtinct, or by Fear, like Beaſts; but by 
Faith and by Love, like Children, 

Prop. 67. | 

Servile Fear does not apprehend God, but as a 
harſh, imperious, unjuſt and untractable Lord. 

Frep. 68. 

The Goodneſs of God has abridg'd the Way of 
Salvation, by including it all in Faith and Pray- 
ers. 

5 Prop. 69. 

Faith, the Practice, Increaſe and Reward ot 
Faith, are all a Gift of the meer Liberality of 


God. | 
3 Prop. 70. 
Sad never afflicts the Innocent; and Afflicti- 
ons always ferve either to puniſh Sin, or to putitie 
the Sinner. | | | 
| Prop. 71. 
Man for his own Preſervation, can diſpenſe wich 
himſelf in that Law, which God has made for his 
Profit. 


Be TIER Prep. 72, bar 
A Mark of the Chriſtian Church is to be Catho- 
lick; ſince it comprehends allthe Angels of Heaven, 
all the Elect and Juſt of the Earth, and of all Ages. 
| Prop. 


(23) 

Prop. 73. 
What is the Church, but a Congregation of the 
Children of God remaining in his Boſome, adopted 
in Chriſt, ſubſiiling in his Perſon, redeemed with 
his Blood, living wich his Spirit, acting by his 
Grace, and expecting the Grace of the World to 
come A =, 


Prop. 74. 

The Church, or entice Chriſt, has the incarnate 
Word for her Head, but all the Saints for her 
Members. 


ds Prop. 75. 

The Church is one Cole Vaan, compoſed of many 
Members, whereof Chriſt js the Head, Life, Subſi. 
ſtence and Perſon ; one Chriſt alone compos'd of 
many Saints, of whom he's the Sanctifier, 

Prep. 76. 

There is nothing more ſpacious than the Church, 
becauſe all che Elect, and Juſt of all Ages compoſe 
it. „ 

„„ . 

He that does not lead à Liſe worthy of a Son of 
God, and Member of Chrilt, ceaſes to have inward- 
ly God for his Father, and Chriſt for his Head. 

Prep. 78. 

A Perſon is cut off from the choſen People, of 
whom the Jewiſh People was a Figure, and Jeſus 
Chriſt is the Head, as well by not living according 
to the Goſpel, as by nor believing the Goſpel. 

15 „„ hin, 9. 

Tis profitable and neceſſaty in all Times, all Pla- 
ces, and for all ſorts of Perſons, to ſtudy and know 
the Spirit, Piety, and Myſterizs of the Holy Scri- 
pture. | 4 | 

$4 Bn” Oy 

The reading of the Holy Scripture is for all. 
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Prop. 81. 
The ſacred Obſcurity of the Word of God is no 
reaſon for the Layity to diſpenſe with themſelves in 
the Obligation of reading it. 
9 Prop. 82. 
The Lord's Day muſt be ſanctiſied by Chriſtians, 
wich the reading of pious Books, and above all, of 


the Holy Scriptures. It's prejudicial to think of 


withdrawing a Chriſtian from the reading hereof, 
| Prop, 83. 

It's an Illuſion to perſuade ones ſelf, that the 
Knowledge of the Myſteries of Religion, muſt not 
be imparted to Women by the reading of the ſacred 
Books, The Abuſe of Scripture, and Hereſies, are 
not ſprung from the Simplicity of Women, but from 
the proud Knowledge of Men. 

| | Prop. 84. 

Fo ſnatch the New Teſtament out of the Hands of 

Chriſtians, or to keep it ſhut unto them, by depri- 

ving them of the Means of underſtanding it, is to 

ſnut unto them the Mouth of Chrilt, 
Prop. 85. | 

To forbid Chriſtians the reading of the Holy 
Scripture, eſpecially of the Goſpel, is to forbid the 
Ule of Light to the Children of Light, and to make 
them ſuffer a ſort of Excommunication. | 

$0 Prop. $6. 

To deprive the ignorant People of this Comfort 
of joining their Voice with the Voice of the 
Church, is a Cuſtom contrary to the Practice of the 
Apoſtles, and the Deſign of God, ee? | 
. Prop. 87. | 

"Tis a Method full ys Wiſdom, Light and Cha- 
rity, to give to Souls a time of bearing with 
Humilicy, and feeling the State of Sin, of ask- 
ing the Spirit of Penance, and of Contritien, 


and of beginning at leaſt, to fatisfie the * 3 


(27) 
God before they are reconcil'd. 
Prop. 88. 


We know not what Sin and true Penance are, 


when we deſire to be preſently reſtor d to the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe Goods whereof Sin has ſtripp'd us; 
and refuſe to ſuffer the Shame of this Separation. 
0-2 Prop. 89. ö 

The ſourteenth Degree of the Converſion of a 
Sinner is, that being now reconcil'd, he has a tight 
to be preſent at the Sacrifice of the Church, 
. * Prop. 50. , x 

The Church has Authority to Excommunicate g 
ſo as to exerciſe her Power by means of the chief 
Paſtors, with the Conſent, at leaſt preſum'd, of the 
whole Body. | | | 

: Prop. 91. 1 

The Fear of an unjuſt Excommunication muſt 
never hinder us from fulfilling our Duty: We nev- 
er leave the Church, even when we ſeem to be dri- 
ven out of it by the Malice of Men, as long as 
we are linked by Charity to God, Jefus Chriſt and 
the Church it felt. : 

| "x Prop. 92. | p 53S 

To ſuffer peaceably an unjuſt Excommunication 


and Curſe, rather than betray Truth, is to imitate 


St. Pau]: So far it is from rifing up againſt Authori- 
ty, or breaking Unity. "TIC 
4 . Prop. 5 | 
Jeſus ſometimes heals the Wounds, which the o- 
ver-haſtineſs of the chief Paſtors does inffict, with- 
out any Command of his: Jeſus reſtores to its for- 


mer State, what they cut off by an inconliderate 
Zeal. 


i | Prop. 94. 

Nothing gives 2 N Opinion of the Church 
to her Enemies, than to fee therein the Practice of 
dominesgring over the Faith of Believers, and the 
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(28) 
fomenting of Diviſions, for things which prejudice 
neither Faith nor Manners, 
3 5 Prop. 97 * 3. „en 290 
Truths are come to the Point of being like a 
Foreign Language to moſt Chriſtians; and the 
manner of Preaching them is like an unknown 
Tongue. So remote is it from the plain way of the 
Apoſtles, and fo much above the common Capacity 
of the Faichful : Nor is there ſufficient notice taken 
that this DefeR is one of the moſt perceptible: Sigus 
of the old Age of the Church, and of the Anger 
of God againd) his Children, 


Prop. 96. 
_ God permits all Powers to oppoſe the Preachers 
of Truth, that its Victory may not be attributed, 
but to divine Grace. % 1: 
Prop. 97. 1 91-4 
Tr deppen too often, that thoſe Menthers which 
are united to the Church with greater Sanity, and 
a ſtricter Tye, are look d upon and treated as un- 
worthy of being in the Church; or as if they were 


cut off from her: But the juſt Man lives by  Faich, 


and not by the Opinion of- Men. 

Wk ' Prop, 98. 4 & Io 
The State of Perſecution and Penalies, which 
one ſuffers as a Heretick, 2 Villain and a wicked 
Man, is commonly the laſt Trial, and the moſt me- 
ritorious, as making one more conformable to Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

Stiffneſs in | Opinion? Wenden, Obſtinacy | in 
refuſing to examine things, or to on ͤ one's Mi.: 
ſtake, daily, in regard of many, do change into 
the Odour-of Death, what God has given to his 
Church, to be therein an Odour of Life ; ; as, good 
Books, InftruRtions, holy Examples, Ce. 


P op. 
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Prop. I oo. 
The deplorable time wherein God is thought to 
be honour'd, by perſecuting Truth, and its Diſci- 
ples; This time is come —— To be accounted and 
rented by by: the Minifters of Religion, as a wicked 


ſon, and unworthy of all Commerce with God,; 

as a rotten Member, capable of cauſing an univer- 
ſal Corruption in the Company of holy People, is 
to pious Men a Death more terrible than the Death 
of the Body. In vain: does a Perſon flatter himſelf 
with the Purity of his Intentions, and à certain 
Zeal for Religion, by perſtcuting good People with 
Fire and Sword, if he's blinded with his own Pa,. 
ſions, or carried away with thoſe of others, becauſe 
he'll examine nothing. We often think to ſacrifice 
a wicked Man to God, and we ſacrifice 1 1 Servant of 
God to the Devil. 


* Prop. 101. 

Nothing; is more oppoſite to the Spirit of God, 
and the Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, — to make 
Oachs common in the Church; becauſe this is muk- 
tiplying Occaſions of Perjury, laying -Snares for 
the Weak and Idiots, and making the Name and 
Truth of God ſerve now and then the "__ of 
as ere 
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Theſe Propoſitions, taken almoſt all from the 
Scriprures, Councils and Fathers, and ſome even in 
the very ſame Terms, are condemn'd and difallow'd 
of by the Conffiturion, as being reſpectively falſe, 
captious, ſounding ill in, and offenſive to pious Ears, 
ſcandalous, pernicious, raſh, injurious to the Church 
ond her Practice, contumelious, not only to the 
Church, but alſo to the State, ſeditious, impious, 
blaſphemous, ſuſpected of, and ſavouring Hereſie, 
favouring Hereticks, Herefies and Schiſms, enor- 
mous, bordering upon Hereſie, often condemned, 
and, in a word, Heretical, and reviving divers He- 
reſies. hg 19 


In this Bult, his Holineſs expreſsly declares, that 
bis Deſign is to unveil and expoſe many of the 
pernicious Errors of this Book. We hope, ſays he, 

Heaven will bleſs our Endeavours ; and.that we 
* ſhall ſo make known the Truth, that all the 
© World ſhall be oblig'd to follow the Light thereof. 
He adds, © That the End he propoſes to himſelf, is, 
© to put a ſtop to the many different Controverſies 
t that have ariſen, eſpecially in France. | 

To be well apprized therefore, of his . Holineſs's 
Intentions, we mult examine what theſe Contro- 
verſies are. „ 

On one hand, the Jeſuits are for renewing the 
Syſtem of the Pelagian Hereſie upon Grace, rendring 
the Death of - Chriſt ineffectual, by ſaving whole 
Nations, ſuch as the Chineſe, without the Know- 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt ; maintaining, that the End 
of our Saviour's Death was only to free Mankind 
from the painful Obligation of loving God ; pro- 
faning the Holy Sacraments, by communicating 
them to unworthy Perſons ; bereaving the Faithful 
of the Uſe of the Holy Scriptures, which ought 

9 80 


to guide and comfort them. In à word, they are 
declar'd Enemies to our Liberties, and the Inde- 
pendency of Kings, whom they would bring in 
ſubjection to the Pope's unlimited Power. 

On the other hand, there are Divines equall 
Learned and Pious, who vigorouſly oppoſe theſe 
monſtrous Abuſes, endeavour to preſerve the An- 
cient Doctrines of che Scripture and the Fathers 
in their primitive Purity, and who profeſs an in- 
violable Zeal for maintaining the Prerogative of 
the Crown, and the Security of our Kings, 


Theſe are the Foundations of the Controverſies 
that at preſent diſturb France. Tis upon theſe im- 
portant Subjects the Pope determines in his Burr, 
Let any one judge, after this, in whoſe Favour it is 
like to be decided ; and conſequently, of the true 
Sence and Meaning of the Propoſitions that are 
condemn'd. 3 

But here it muſt not be forgotten, that amongſt 
theſe Propoſitions, there ate ſome, as the Four Bi- 
ſhops obſerve in their Ad of Appeal, that are not 
fo cog tranſlated from the Latin, nor extra- 
_ from that Book with that Integrity they oughe 
to be, 


Now, to give an Account of the Reception this 

Burr met with in France. 
From its very firſt Appearance, there was a ge- 

neral Diſturbance. Obſerve what * Nine Pre- 


lates ſay in a Letter defign'd on this Occaſion for 


the Pope. We believe, your Holineſs has not 
been inform'd, that the Hereticks make it 2 Pre- 


„ ww. as ä — — . A - th. 
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* The Archbiſhops of Paris and Tours, The Diſhep 5 of Ver- 


St. Malos 


dun, Laon, Chalons, Boulogne, Bayonne, Senes an | 
* tence 
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t tence to rife wp with ſcorn againſt the Holy See 
© and the Catholick Church, that the New Con- 
© .verts Faith is ſhaken by it, that the moſt Pious 
© are aiarm'd, tender Conſciences are diſturb'd, 
© and that all Societies, as well Eccleſiaſtical as Ci- 
© vil, are rather inclin'd to take offence ar, than to 
© ſubmit to it. 'T | 
Caidinal Ki, whole Zeal for the Bur: is fo 
well known, gives the ſame Teſtimony as to the 
Diſturbance the Cexſtiturion had occaſion'd upon its 
fil coming out. | e 

* If you had but heard and read, (ſays he, in a 
Letter to the Biſhop of Afonrpellier 1714, © all that 
« paſs'd laſt Winter againſt the Burr, you would 
© have thought that they could not have treated it 
© with greater Scorn and Indignity, even at Gene- 
Ca.) 

Neitier could his entire Devotion to the Court of 
Rome, from whom he expected at that time a Cardi- 
nal's Hat, remove the ſad Impreſſions the Bui i made 
on him at firſt,as well as upon the reſt of the Biſhops 
of the Aſſembly, © I! tell you with the utmoſt Sin- 
© cerity,(ſays'he in the ſame Letter) that there were 
© ſome Propoſals in the Burr which ſhock'd us at 
* firſt fight. 5 22 

But the King had engaged his Royal Word to 
the Pope; ſo that was to be kept ſacred. The 
Queſtion therefore, was no longer whether it was 
tale to admit the Burr, but only how it might be 
done. To this end, an Aſſembly of all the Biſhops 
that were then at Paris, was called. Father Tellier 
took care all his Friends ſhould be there, Bur 
with all their Induftry, they were not able to hin- 
der the Aſſembly from coming immediately to a 
Determination, that many of the Propoſitions con- 
demn'd in the Conſtitut ion, were obſcure and ambi- 
guous, and that the Sence the Pope had condemn'd 
| | | in 
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in them was not obvious: That it was neceſſary 
they ſhoald be explain d, and that ſuch Explanati- 


ons were neceſſary, (laid the Diſhop of Ahn, to # 
ſerve as an Antidote againſt the Burr, Upon which 4 
Commiſſioners were appointed for that purpoſe. 1 

As ſoon as Father Que heard the Biſhops were k 


aſſembl'd at Paris, he wrote to them a very telpect- 
ful Letter, daced Feb. 5.1714 to deſire he might 
not be condemn'd before he had been heard; | 
offering to clear up any Point they could charge 4 
him wich. ©* Nay (ſays he) al:ho' there ſhould be 
* any thing found in my Reflections that deſerves 
© an abſolute Recantation , I hore, God will give 


me the Grace to do it pablickly in the Face of 
* the whole Church. | + 

But his Leiter had no better Succeſs here than | 
at Rom: He was condemn d without being heard; ; 
nav, they would not vouchliaic ſo much as to give 4 
his Letter a Reading. | 

However, to jullifie himfelf afterwards to the | 
World, he explaind bimſelf clearly upon every 1 
Propoſition ; and made it appear, that the natural " 
Sence of each of them, taken either ſeparately, oc | 
as they are in his Book, was agrecable to che bl 
Faith of the Catholick Church; that all his Ex- 1 


preflions were taken from the Councils, Scriptures 4 
and Fathers, In a Word, he dilclaimed whatever 
ill Meaning might be put upon them; declating 
farther, that he had ever been of the fame Be- 
lief with the Catholick Church, and would al- 
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ways ſubmit to her Deciſions. | 4 ö 
After having in vain ſearched above three " 
Months for che evil Meaning they pretended lay ! 


co':chd in Father Q, Propoficions, they were 
neceflicaied to give them a forc'd and Foreign one, 
in ordet to have ſome Handle ro coademn them. 


b They 
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They prepared a Piece, call'd, » Paſtoral Inſtruction, 
which comprehended them all. This they read in 
a Full Allembly ; and in Three Meetings diſcuſs d 
this vaſt and important Affair; the Explanacions 
oy had given, being approvd by Forty Pre- 
ates 

Theſe Explanations diſagree either with the Con- 
ſtitution, as far as they favour ſound Docttine; or 
with found Doctrine, as far as they agree with the 
Conſtitution ; But for the molt part, were unfair, 
inaſmuch as they gave Father Que Propofitions 
{:ch Interpretations as were vilibly contrary to the 
true Meaning, and ſuch as he himſelf utterly diſ- 
claimd: Therefore were they del is d by every 
Perfon of Senſe and Honour. 

It was pretty certain, that the Biſhops Conduct 
on this Occaſion could not fail of diſpleaſing the 
Pope; which Conſideration made them very Care» 
ful co keep the Knowledge of ic from him. Todo 
Which, (lay the Nine Piclates in their Lecter to 
the Ring they had recourſe to a ſort of Manage- 
ment in which there was too great a Share of Hu- 
man Prudence : For at the ſame time theſe Prelates 
declard on one hand, that they did not receive 
the Conſtitution but with the Explanations con- 
tain'd in the Paſtoral Inſtruction; they drew up an 
AR, co make the Pope believe they accepted of it 
purely, and without Reſerve. 
| Amnong thele Biſhops, there were Nine, headed 
by Cardinal de Neouilles ; whom, neither the Fear 
of incurring his Holineſs's nor the King's Diſplea- 
ſure, could induce to approve of ſuch Acts, as in 
their Opinion, were deſtructive of Truth, the E- 
pilcopal Rights, and Laws of the Kingdom, and 
would only reſtore the Church eo a falſe and dan- 
getous Peace. 


They 
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They thought that the Conftitu;ion having been 
the Occaſion of ſo much Diſturbance, aid bing 
at Icaſt very obſcure, as every one agiccd it was, 
it would be both more ſerviceable to the Chorch, 
and reſpectiul to his Holineſs, to delire he would 
give ſuch Explanations to the Propoſitions, as 
might not admit of Difpure, nor leave every one 
to take them in his own Sence, and by condeime 
ning the Propoſitions, eſtabliſn all the new dy- 
ſtems of Doctiine and Morality as they had altea- 
dy done. 

They flatter'd themſelves, the Pope could not give 
theſe Propoſitions, which had been taught by all 
Tradition as Catholick, a Meaning that truly de- 
ſervd to be condemn'd ; and that he would at laft 
be driven to own he had been ſurpiizd, and revoke 
a Conſtitution, Which he ſaw by Experience was ut» 
terly inſupportable, 

This Moderation got them the Name of Rebel 
to the King and the Holy See; and they were or- 
derd immediately to retire to their Dioceiics, and 
not to ſtir from thence ; nor were they ſo much as 
permitted to diſpatch che Letter they bad already 
ſigned, to the Pope. 

Aſter this, the Jeſuits. went bard to work to 
make way for the Butt. It was ſent our of hand 
to the Pariiaments, who were to Regiſter it, toge- 
ther with Letters Patents requiring Obedience to 
the Kings Orcers But they took care that che 
Propoſuions which related to Excommunication, 
ſhould be accompanied with ſuch Modifications as 
they judged neceilary for the Secuiy of the 
King's duperiotity. 


At length the Buri was carried to the Faculty 
of Divines; where, in ſpite of all the Threats 


and Violences made uſe of by che Advirn;fts, of 
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which there are many Proof;, in Letters to ſeveral 
Doctors at that time to his Eminence; two and 
twenty were of Opinion it ought abſolutely to be 
rejected; and the greateſt Part of them thought, 
they ſhould ſhew ſüfficient Deference his Maje- 
ſty's Command, repeated to them by Two Man- 
dates, in allowing it to be Regiſtred, without pre- 
tending thereby to give it any farther Aucho- 
ri: y. | 

The Syndick, Monſieur le Rouge, not fatisſy'd 
with a Concluſion fo diſadvantagious to the Conſtt- 
tutiun, tock upon him to falſifie the Regiſter : 
Which ſome endcavour'd to prevent, but to no 
purpoſe ; and when it was complain'd of, all the 
Redreſs they met with, was, that the principal Au- 
thors of the Complains were baniſhed. 


Mary other Faculties expreſs'd their Averſion to 
the Bun, notwi hſtanding the Violence made uſe 
of to force ſich as would not blindly ſubmit. 

Some Piſhops there were, though not of the 
Aﬀembly, chat received the Burr; of theſe, ſome 
did not like the Pæfaral Int uctian; becauſe, inſtead 
of Explaining, it Deſtroyed the Text: Others on 
the other fide, believed, that ſufficient regard liad 
not been ſhewn therein to the Doctrine ot St. The» 
mas; that it contained many things contrary to 
Hon:ſtv ; and that ſeveral of the Propoſitions were 
there Explained in a Sence very foreign from the 
Author's Meaning, and ſuch as he, by his own 
P:iinciples could not have: And ſome undertook to 
give them a quite different Meaning from the 
Forty. Many Ceferc'd as long as they durſt, to 
publiſh a Conſftizu in they could not admit of but 
with Remarſe. Nay, there were ſome that wanted 
to he ſtirr.'4 up by Letters from Monſieur Pentebar- 
train, or expreſs Ordets from Court; as, * 

| | | | ſhop 
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ſhop of Niſmes, whom many People of Probi- 
ty and Diſtinction remember to have heard ex- 
claim highly againſt the Burr, whilſt he ſtay d ac 
Paris, 

Notwithſtanding all the Intrigues, Promiſes, 
Threats, Baniſhments, and Imyrifoaments, made uſe 
of by the Jeſuirs, the Conftirntion had much ado to 
get Footing: Every Day produced ſome f.vitz:tn 
tial Argument or other, in Vindication of Father 
Dueſnils Propoſitions, either taken as they are in 
themſelves, or in his Book, which opened People's 
Eyes more and more. At length, Father Tellier 
being determined to end this great Affair, took up- 
on him to make this great and laſt Puſh in Favour 
of the Confituticns : He prevailed with the King, 
to iſſus out a thundering Declaracion againſt all its 
Enemies. This was oppoled by the Parliament, 
with wonderful Reſolution; and at the very time 
the King was preparing to come in Perſon to Par- 
liament, to command the Reception of, the Burr, 
he was ſeized with an Hinels of which he CGicd a 
ſew Days afcer. 

Liberty being thus reſtored, there was no Occa- 
ſion of forcible Means to induce People to declare 
againſt the Cin/tirution, the ſecret Averſion they 
had born to it ſo long, broke gut on all Hands. 
The Faculty of Divines at Paris, razed the Falſe 
Act out of their Regiſter, by which it was fuppoſed 
they had received the Burr; and very warmly 
expreſſed their Zcal for tne ancient Doctrine, 
which the Con{ti:uticn had aboliſned. The Faculties 
of Rheims and Nantes did the fame, ſoon after; and 
the Kingdom was fall of Letters, from the Curates, 
and other Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, publickly recract- 
ing the Reception they had ſeemingly given of the 
Bort, and asking Pardon of God and I 
K | 8 theic 


i. 
their Weakneſs, which they looked upon as a conſi- 
derable Fault. | 
The Parliaments, alſo, publickly attefted the 
Truth, by ceclaring, in their Acts, that they did 
not look upon the Conftirurion as received in 
the Kingdom ; and by undertaking the Defence 
of ſuch as had been moleſted upon that Ac- 
count, 

Many of the Biſhops who had received the 

Buri, choſe to maintain by Ottentation, what they 
had undertaken through Weakneſs; the reft, who 
had been advanced by the J-1.its, ſince the Regen- 
cy, and conſ.quently more diſpoſed to enter into 
their Views, wee for ſupporting the Conſtitution 
by Noiſe and Clamout. 
Io this End, they reſolved to condemn, a Book 
entituled, The Hexaples, wherein all Father Surſne!; 
Propoſi ions are juſtiſy d and made good by equiva- 
lent Paſſages taken out of the vcriptures, Fathers, 
and Councils, and often in the very fame Terms, 

The Biſhop of L ingres, was nominated Preſident 
of the Committee appointed for the Examination 
of this Book; as the Per ſon of the whole Aiſembly, 
on whoſe Learring they moſt rely'd. He took a 
great deal of Pains to anf ver the Opinion the Wor id 
had conceived of his Abilities, and form'd a Project 
for the Conde.mnaiion of the Book, which he read 
in a numerous Aſſ-mbly of Biſhops, To confute 
above ewelie thouſand Paſſages: quoted in the 
Hex pics, he made Choice of ove only, out of 
St Freer, whoſe Authority is fo much rely'd on 
in the Church: This he thought ſufn ient co ſub- 
vert the whole Syſtem of the H x pies vpon Gyro ce 
invincihly, to ettabliſh the Doctrine of the 
Cms; and, indeed, it would have done ſo, 
if n had been the real Opinion of St. Proſp-r;, but 
that wich this learned biihop-iook for St. P/ ps 

Opinion, 


P_—  — — 


a 
* 
1 
F 2 
4 
© 
8 
In 
11 
11 
13 
. 
| hs 
2 


I 
: 


2 — 
2 * 
6 - — 
2 — — * 


2 


— ⁵ i — 


. _ Þ a. = 
— A — 
+45 "> * nap > 
1 


— —— —ä 
— — 8 , 
> \ * 5 6 + „ "wy * 


442 
— —— 


ar + 


— 


(39) 
Opinion, proved unluckily to be only an Expoſi- 


tion of the Dem- Pel:gian heretical Syſtem; however, 
'ewas reccived in the Afſembiy wich great Ap- 


plauſe, as exactly agreeing wich the Doctrine of 


the Conſtitution. 

Aﬀer this, they publiſh'd ſcveral violent Pieces 
apainft the Univerſiry and Faculty of Divines at 
Paris, Rheims, and Nantes, ſuch of the Clergy, of 
theic reſpective Dioceſes, as had not received the 
Burt, and even againſt the Parliaments. Many 
of thoſe Libels were ſuppreſſed by publick Autho- 
rity ; nay, the Government was forced to go ſo 
far, as to order a certain * Archbiſhop's Letter 
to be burnt by the Common Hangman, not be- 
ing able, by leſs ſevere Means, to reduce him to 
a Senſe of his Duty. 

All this while, the Regent foreſaw, with the 
utmoſt Concern, the ill Conlequence that muſt 
atterid theſe Diſputes, if they were not ſpeedily 
put an End to; and therefore, he engaged Cardi- 
nal de Noailles, to enter into a Conference with 
his Brethren, Rhoan, and %, to try if any 
Expedient could be fallen upon for that Purpoſe, 
Some entertained Hopes, that Time would have 
reconciled Mens Minds to the Corftiruriom 5; but 
they were fo far deceived, that the late private 
Examination it had underwent, ſerved only to 
increaſe the Averſion they had to it before, and 
to confirm them im their judgment, thi it could 
not be received under any Explanation at all, 
The Clergy of Paris, in a Letter to Cardinal 
Noailles, of the 2d of Fan. 1717, expreſs themſelves 
thus; Me bave conſulted, with the utmeſt Application, 
the eur pure Fountains of Tradition, and maſt ingenus 
ouſly confeſs, that it has been, to no other Purpoſe, than 
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ro confirm us in our firſt Opinions, an to give, us freſb 
Motive, to cenſider the Conſi ution as a Work in 
in which the Uprightneſs and Vigil ace 7 the Head of 
the Church, has been d cciu d by the F'ithir of Lies ; 
and thit all ſuch as hwve any r'gird for the Honour 
ef the Church, cannit ſubmit to it. Mur Clergy und 
their Flicks, lay thev- in the fame Letter, re every 
Day more and mere prrſurdet, thit che Cunſ qu-nee of 
accepting the BUI muſt te the utter Subwinſin of ail 
Cbriſtian Morality, 


The whole Body of Curates and other Eccleſi- 
aſtical Perſons, both of Town and Countrey, as 
well as ſome Corporations, gave publick Demon- 
ſttations in their Letters to the Cardiral, that 
they were of the ſame Judgment, They declare, 
that their Conſciences will not allow them to ad- 
here to the Crnſtiration, under whatſoever Qualifi. 
cations it may be propoſed. 

Others add, that they lock upon themſelves as 
obliged to complain of all ſuch Acts as had given 
a Burr ct that nature any Authority. 

The extraordinary Zeal of the Faculty of Di- 
vines of Paris on this Occzſion, is never to be for- 
gotten ; Who being jullly alarm'd at che Report of 
their making a Dilpeſition for the Reception cf 
the Conſtitution, went ina Body on the 12th of Fa- 
nua 1717, to Caidinal Je Noailles, to afſure him of 
their invivlable Attachment to him, as long as he 
himſelf continu'd firm in the Intcrefts of their Coun 
trey, the Church and che Truth, 

in a Word, this is what the Biſhop of Agen, who 
was of tne Number of thoſe who receiv'd the 
Puri, ſays of the general Diſpoſition of the Peo- 
ple in relation to the Conſfitulion. I ſhould ſcarce 
© have believ'd it, if I had not my ſeif ſeen the 
* general Averſion there is to the Conftirmion. 

118 
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© 'Tis hardly to be-imagin'd, and tis almoſt univer- 
© fal. Perſons of the greateſt Ingenuity, the moſt 
© Learned Doctors, the moſt Devout and Holy 
* Men in the Church, the Magiſtrates and Swardſ. 
© men, are all ſtartled at this Burr. | 

He confeſſes, that ſo general a Conſent put him 
upon locking into the Merits of the Diſpute, and 
reading Whatever had been publiſhed on either ſide; 
that he had weighed and confronted the Arguments 
made uſe of by both Farties, adviſed wich the moſt 
Learned Doctors, and conſulted Antiquity, in or- 
der to fix upon the Truth, and determine which i 
ſide he ſhould take. | | 

This Search had a good Effect: For he joined 
himſelf to Cardinal Noailles, © III tell you freely, 
© ſays he afterwards, that if tis naturat for Man to 
© be deceiv d, it is alſo honourable for him, though 
© he be a Biſhop, to retract, and humbly to contels 
© his Error before God, and to make the beſt and ö 
© and ſooneſt Amends he is able. | 


'S - \ 
Fe 
Ly 


But all theſe Conferences, in order to put 2n 
end to the Controverſies about the Conſtitution, were "1 
ſo far ſrom anſwering the End, that they ſerved 
only to confirm ſome of the Prelates in their for- 
mer Sentiments; and which, Experience it ſelf had 

| likewiſe made evident, that there was no Poſſibility ; 
of an Accommodation. | 4 

On the other hand, the Threats made uſ2 of by 
the Pope to oblige the People to receive the Bui, } 
took away the Hopes they had entercained, that as 1 
ſoon as he was ſenſible of the Calamitics it brought | 
upon the Taurch, he would refoive to re call ic; | 
Beſides, it was plain, that the Enemies of the 

Church cook advantage of theſe Delays, to ſpregd 
their wicked Doctrines with greater Buidnel:, und 
pablickly made uſe of the Authority of the Con 
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ſtitutun to eſtabliſh theſe monſtrous Tenets, Tha: 
Concupiſcence in its Gwrn. Nature is not Evil; That we 
are not Commanded, but only Adviſed, to make the 
Love and Gliry of God the End of all our Actions; 
That a Man who has lived in Sin fer Forty Years, 
may be ſaved, alibougb he never loved God, not even 
Win ke came to dle. . 

All cheſe Reaſons would not allow them to de- 
fer any longer appealing to the only infallible 
Judge in theſe Cates, which is a General Coun- 
eil. 

Accordingly, they carried their Appeal to the 
Sor bonne, where it was immediately almoſt unani- 
mouſly zpplauded by the Doctors of that Society, 
who then adher'd to it The Univerſity and Fa- 
culty of Rheims and Nantes follow'd their Example; 
the greateſt part of the Clergy of the Dioceſs ot 
Paris, and a Multitude of Eccleſiaſtical Perſons from 
all Parts of France, ſome whole Corporations, and 


cven [ome Biſhops, join'd themſelves to thoſe Four 
Llaitrious Prelates. | 


The Pope intending to condemn their Appea!, 
his Brief was ſupprels'd by Authority of Parlia- 
ment, upon the Remonſtrance of the Attorney- 
General ; who declard, that the Privilege and Ule 
of Appealing, grounded upon the Holy Canons, 
has ever been reckon d one of the principal Points 
of our Belief, 

However, the Cardinals Deſire of Peace and U- 
nity, made him very defirous of finding out ſome 
Means of Accommodation. He deſir'd his Hoh- 
neſs to give ſuch Explanations to the Bur as he 
thought fit. But the Pope perſiſting in a Refuſal, 
he offer'd to take that Task upon himſelf, and be 


contented wich his Holineſs's Approbation: But 


that Oiler-alſo being rejected, he then wholly de- 
ſiſted, 


» 
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ſited, and only required the Biſhops of France to 
approve of his Explanations, in order to give them 
the greater Authority, and hinder the Conſtitutions 
being made uſe of to ſpread thoſe pernicious Errors 
in Doctiine and Morality, that had already crept 
abroad. But the Cardinals Raban, and Hi fiying 
off, in Proportion to Cardinal No#illes's Approaches, 
required that he ſhould condemn the Propsſ7:ons, 

not only in the Senſe of their Explanations, but 
alſo, in what ever il! Meanning the Pope, or Bi- 
ſhops might think fit to give them. This chrough- 
ly convinced his Eminency, that there was no 
Peace to be expected, ſince their Propolals effactu- 
ally deſtroy'd the Truth, and ſerved only to widen 
the Breach; every Man being leſt to his own 
Diſcretion, to condemn the Propeſitions in whatever 
Meaning ne pleaſed to upon put them; nay, in the 
beſt Sence, provided it was bad in his own private 
Opinion. This made the Cardinal think, there was 
no Neceflicy of carrying his Condeſcenſion, which 
had already been exceſſive, any farther, | 

Beſides, having heard of the Pope's Deſign, to pub - 

liſh a Brief of Excommunication at Rome, againſt 
all ſuch, as oppoſed the Conftirntion , He found him. 
ſelf, after all, obliged to declare, he had appealed 
to a General Cor incl, from che zd of 4p. 1717, 
as well againſt the Conſtitution Unigenitus, as tht Pope, 


for refuſing, after three Years Application, to Ex 


plain a Burr, that had occaſioned {y many, and 
ſo great Diſturbances ia the Church, 

On the 23d of Sept. 1718, the Appeal was car- 
ried to the Chapter of his Cachedral, which 
almoſt unanimcuſly adhered to it. The Curates, 
all the Clergy, and almoſt all the Fraternitigs. did 
the ſame, with incredible Joy. Many Biftops 
bave alread 'y ad ;hered ro it, and there is no do! be 


but his Zminency's Party will insteste every 12 
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The Univerſity of Paris have given ſhining Proofs, 


v1 this important Occaſion, of their Zeal for the 


Puiicy of Doctrine and Morality, and the Rights 
of the Kingdom. They did not think it ſufficient, 


to join thern{clves to the Appeal made by the Four 


Biſhops ; but brought one in their own Names, 
With the unanimous Conſent of the ſeven Com- 


panies, of which they are compoſed. The Facul- 


ty of Divinity, which makes one of thoſe Com- 
panies, did the fame in their owrr Names, and 
a great many DoQors, who have yet no Right 
to afliſt in their Congregations, have deſired, 
and obtained Leave to adhere to that Appeal. 
The Number of Doctors adhering to it, a- 
mounts, already, to near three Hundred, and daily 
Increales, 
Father Queſnel followed the Example of fo many 
Ilinſtrious Prelates, by Appealing, being glad of 
ſuch an Opportunity to give publick Demonſtra- 
tion of his Submiſſion to the Church, repreſented 
by a General Council: His Appeal, which was 
made, a little before that of Cardinal Noailles ap- 
pear'd in Publick, is lodged in the Regiſtery of the 
Officiality of Paris, Wherein he renews his con- 
{lane Proteſlations, to continue inviolably united 
to the Catholick Church, and ſubmiſſive to all her 
Deciſions. 
About the ſame Time, almoſt, came out the 


Pope's Letters of Excommunication, directed to all 


the Faithful, againſt ſuch as refuſed to allow of the 
Conſtitution; but the pernicious Principles that were 
therein contained, obliged the Parliament to ad- 
mit of the Attorney-General's Complaint againſt 
them, and to ſuppreſs them, 

Some of thoſe Biſhops who accepted the Conſti- 
tution, and had ſollicited the Pope for this Brief; 
thundered out their Mandates of Exccmmunicas« 

Se | tion 


ſturb the Government, by oppoſing the 


1 
tion againſt ſuch as would not receive it: But as 
moſt of thoſe Mandates were founded upon a falſe 


Principle, viz. that the Conſtitution was received 
by the Church; and ſince they tended * to di · 


ppeal, 
which is a lawful and Canonical Method” the 
Parliaments have thought fit already, to ſuppreſs 
many of them: They have granted prohibicory 
Decrees againft them, and received the Complaints 
of all ſuch as had recourſe to their Authority. 


The Parliament of Rheims has carried the Matter 


fo far, as to repeat their Orders to the Biſhop of 


Doll, not to proceed againſt the Friars of Tronchet 


and Facur, upon pain of Nullity, and Seizure of his 
Temporalities. 


Let us now examine their chief Argument which 
they inſiſt ſo much upon; that is, that the Majo- 


rity of the Biſhops in Chriſtendom have received 
the Conſtitutien, and therefore it ought to be look d 
upon as & Rule of Faith. To begin with France, 
it is well known that they make three diſtinct Divi- 
ſions; one Part has received the Bur, clearly 
and plainly, that is, in the downright, natural, 
obvious Meaning; others have abſolutely rejected 
it; and the greateſt Part thought, they had been 
ſufficiently obedient to the late King, and our Holy 
Father, in receiving it with Explinations, that is, 
in a very foreign Sence, and ſuch as deſttoys the 
literal Meaning. | . 

'Tis notorious that the Aſſembly of Forty, did 
not receive it upon any other Terms, eight Pre- 
fates, of whom the Cardinal is Chief, declared pub. 
lickly againſt ir, in a Letter to the late King, at 
the very Time thoſe Biſhops were yet at Paris, 
The Truth of this is witneſſed by the Biſhop of 
Auxerre, one of the Forty, in his laſt Mandate, 
wherein he ſays, Net te mention the Explanations 1 

by 
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by ws to the reſt of the Propoſitiout, yow need only read 


the Paſtoral Iaſtruction «pon that which concerns Ex- 
communication, fo ſee the Modifications we have there 


ſet diam; Modifecations, ſays he, which were thought 


necefſary by the Prelates as well as the Magiſtrates. 

Nor have we forgotten, that the Biſhop of Mons, 
who was likewiſe of that Aſſembly, ſaid publickly, 
that the Explanations were neceflary to ferve as 2 
Antidote againſt the Butt. Nay, the very Ad of 
Acceptance ſhews, that the Bur“ is not clear and 
plain; ſince they have taken a Method nut to be 
met within Hiſtory, of tacking both the Burt and 
the Pa fgoral Inſt ructions to one and the lame Seal. 

Above Thirty Prelates, as the Cardinal de Na- 
ales and the Biſhop of Auxerre allure us, have de- 
clard in tir Letters to the Regent, that they 
did not receive the Burt any otherwile than re- 
lacively to the Explanations ; and beſeech'd his 
Royal Highneſs to require the Pope to clear up 
thoſe Difficulties that attend this Burr. 

In a Word, every one knows, and we need only. 
look into the reſpective Mandates, ſet forth by 
the ſeveral Biſhops, to be convinced, that the 
greateſt part of them are of opinion, the Bur. 
ought not to be publiſh'd without Explanations, 
either of the Forty, which feveral have approved 
of, or of other different Explanations which others 
have though: {it to give. 

Now, 23 theſe Biſhops who receive the Conft:- 
tution with Explanations, are no leſs oppotite t» 
the Pope, and thoſe who receive it purely and Witt. 
out Reſtriction, than they are to thoſe Who have 
appcaled to a General Council. From the Later 
they differ in this, that they are of opinion a bad 
Burk may be admitted with good Explanations : 
Whereas they dilagree wich the Pope, either in 
Fundamental Doctrines, if he perſiſis in condem- 
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ning, the Propoſitions in their Natural Sence, which 
is the ſame with the Scriptures ; or in the Signifi- 
cations of Terms, it in condemaing the Errors 
mention'd in the Biſhop's Explanation, he maintains 
againſt Evidence its ſelf, that thoſe Errors are com- 
prehended naturatly and clearly in the Propoſi- 
tions, 

This Difference in Opinion ſeem'd fo great and 
ſo criminal to his Holineſs, that in his Brief of 
Excommunication he comprehends as well thoſe 
who received the Bur: with Explanations, as thoſe 
who intirely rejected it. 

And the Biſhop of Svifſons makes no Difficulty of 
expreſſing himſelf thus in his Second Anſwer, If 
there are any of our Fraternity who all:dpe that their Ace 
ceptance was relative, meaning thereby that their Hccep- 
trance reſtrained or mogified che Bull and that this Decree 
fo dangerons and equivocu in its ſelf, ſtonds in need of 
this Determin:itim to make it fit 20 be receiv d; We ca- 
2 ive them "p t9 yOu, and 1 thall not reckon them m among (+ 
th: who ſay with all the Biſhovs in the World, that Pe- 
ter arb ſpoken by Clement. 

Thus it is evident that the greateſt Part of the 
Biſhops of France did not receive the Burr. without 
having regard to the Explanations. ft remains, 
that we now examine upon what Terms it has been 
receiv'd in ſeveral other Countries. 

It will be very dificule to induce the Publick 
to believe that this Point is decided by the Biſhop of 
Soiſſon's Collection. 

- Tg Lener;; that - 28 pretended to be wrote 
by Monſieur Ravech: t, Syndic of the Faculty of Di- 
vinity, to Doctor C el, diſown'd by the ſaid Syn- 
dic in a full Congreg ation, but notwithſtanding ci- 
ted as authentick in the Biſhop's Collection, obliges 
us at leaſt to ſuſpend our Judgment of all thoſe 
which come from more diſtant Paris; and conte- 

que atly, p 
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quently, deſerve a ſtricter and more careful Exami- 
nation. | 

And after all, what does the great pains theſe 
Biſhops have been at in making this Collection, a- 
mount co ? They have not been able to get toge- 
ther above Fifceen Mandates and Twenty Six Let- 
ters from Biſhops, who declare, either that they did 
a tually receiye the Conſtitution, or would take care 
to publiſh it. What is fo ſmall a Number, in Com- 
pariſon of the Multitude of Prelates diſperſed all 
over the Univerſe ? | 

Tis true, ſome have undertaken to anſwer for 
the Biſhops of their Provinces ; but why did not 
thele anſwer for themſelves ? Theſorward and active 
Zeal of the Cardinal de Bi, and Biſhop of Niſmes, 
will not allow us to think, they forgot to ask their 
Opinions; nor that they would have omitted to 
increaſe the Bulk of their Collection with thoſe 
Biſhops Letters, if they could have obtained them. 

So chat the Majority is ſtill on the Side of thoſe 
who either reject the Cenſtitution, or receive it with 
Explanations, or elle have not publickly declared 
their Coinion ; Nor does the Silence of the Latter 
infer any tacit Approbation, as has been proved by 
Moniieur Foly de Fleuris, Advocate General, Mon- 
ſie ur Ravechet, Syndic of the Faculty of Divinity at 
Paris, and Monſieur de Mantempuis, then Head cf 
the Univerſity, in a publick Diſcou;le. 

So that it muſt be acknowledg'd, the Buri can- 
not be look'd upon as a Rule of Faith, nor as recei- 
ved by the Majority of Biſhops : For the firit Eſ- 
ſential Condition to give Authority to a Rule of 
Faith, is Freedom of Voices: And can it be ſaid, 
that the Biſhops of France have enjoy'd that Liberty 
in relation to the Conſtitution ? 8 


Every 
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Every one knows what Engagements the late 
King had enter'd into with the Court of Rome, 
even before the Conſtitution was heard of, in order 
to its Reception ; how great an Influence Father 
Tillier had over his Majeſty, and how Abſolute his 
Power was over the reſt of his Subjects. 


The Diſgrace of Eight Biſhops, who were ſent 
* from Court to their Dioceſſes, under the King's 
Diſpleaſute, for addrefling the Pope to explain his 


Mandate in the Council of State, for offering to 
appear in defence of the Faith, by Explanations 
different from thoſe made by the Forty, at their 
Admiſſion of the Conſtitution ; the Letters of Privy- 
Seal diſpatch'd againſt the Biſhop of Niſmes, for 
delaying to accept the Burr; the repeated Man- 
dates co the Faculty of Divinity at Peri-; the 
Baniſnment and Impriſonment of ſo many Wor- 
thy Divines; are as many Evident and Pub- 
lick Demonſtrations, how far they were from be- 
ing at liberty to Vote according to their Con- 
ſciences ; and that an Acceptation clogged with 
ſuch Circumſtances, cannot be thought Free and 
Unreſtrain'd, 


But that which wholly deſtroys the Authori- 
ty they pretend to give the Conftitution , by 
the Number of Biſhops that have received it, is, 
that not one of them conſulted their Clergy ; 
but acted in their own Names. Nay, ſome of em 
received the Bult, notwithſtanding their Clergy 
oppoſed it. And the Archbiſhop of Rheims de- 


clares how he came to diſcover the Opinion of 


his Church; That it was, by propofing to them 
a Conftitution, Which his Chapter, che age 
11 | an 


Bort; the Condemnation of the Biſhop of Merz's 
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and Faculty of Divinity, and almoſt all the Cu- 
rates, Eccleſiaſtical Perſons and Communities of his 


Diocels, rejected with Indignation, as introductive 
of New Docttines. 


It is very certain, that the moſt religious and 
underſtanding Perſons of all the Dioceſſes of thoſe 
Biſhops who have received the Conſtitution, are of 
the ſame Opinion; many particular Perſons, as 
well as Communities, have declared themſelves 
openly againſt the Burr; and if others have forborn 
to do the ſame, it was becauſe they thought Silencz 
ſufficient, as long as their Biſhops did not call upon 
them to make known their Sentiments; or becauſe 
they thought, the ſeveral Explanations under which 
the BuLL was admitted, were enough to remove the 
Difficulties and Abſurdities they found in it: Some, 
it may be, were aſhamed publickly to own their 
Miſtake and Ignorance ; and others terrified 
by the high Hand they ſaw the Biſhops car« 


ry, who puſhed things to the utmoſt Extre- 
mity. 


As to the Reception of the Conſtitution by 
Foreign Biſhops, it has as little Foundation as 
the reit; for they, at leaſt che greateſt Part, haveſub- 
mitted to it; not for its own Merits, nor that they 
are convinced, the 101 Propoſitions are juſtly con- 
demned ; but becauſe they believe the Pope infalli- 
ble, and that they are obliged to yield a blind and 
implicit Obedience to his Deciſions, with the ſame 
Reſignation as to the Holy Scriptures : To them 'tis 
a Law not to be diſputed, if the Name of the Vicar 
of Jeſus Chriſt, or the Inquiſition, who are his 
Proxies, is but in the Frontice- piece. Nay, the 
Archbiſhop of Granada tells us, that that is ee, 
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and more than our * ancient and unalterable Faith 
required, to make it an abominable Shame to 
doubt of the Contents. Their Docility goes yer 
farther : For, ſays the Patriarch of Lisbon, in the 
Name of his Brethren , We ſhould be of the 
ſame Opinion, as to our Submiſſion to the Conſtitu- 
tion, had we only ſeen it atteſted by a credible Per- 
ſon, that it had been publiſhed at Rome. If any of 
theſe Biſhops have * the Conſtitution, it was 
not with a Deſign of confronting it with the Scrip- 
tures, or comparing it with the Tradition of the 
Church, in order to make themſelves Maſters of 
the Queition ; but to ſhew their Profoind Reſpect 
to it, as being written by the {|| Hand of the Li- 
ving God; as an Oracle of the Holy Spitit, 
from which, not one Title was to be dimi- 
niſhed. 

+ The Opinion which we maintain of the Pope's 
Infalibility, ſays the Archbiſhup of Sarageſſa, does 
not hinder us, as our Enemies throw in our Teeth, 


e 


— 
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* Antiqua & inalterabilis fidelitas lecta tantùm in ti: ulo 
nomine Vicarii Jeſu Chriſti aut Inquificorum ſus nomine 
ſatis ſuperque habet ut judicer abominabile dedecus Catholi- 
cz fidelitatis de 11s quæ conrinet dubitare. 


+ Imd idem ſentiremus ex ſola fidelis amici Epiſtola ſerio 
teſtantis Conſtitutionem fuifſe Romæ promulgatam. 


{ Tanquam ſcripram digito Dei Vivi & oraculum Spiri- 
tis Sancti, ita ut nemo quiſpiam ----» nec iſta aut apicem 
unum expunxerit aut expungi ab ullo Catholico poſſe credi- 
derit. T. 2. P. 196. 


+ Quin potids, quia ineffallibilem credimus, ſedulò ſtude- 
mus intro{picere, ut ab eo turins & certiùs edoceamur ut 
cortigamus ſiquid hactenus contra ſenſimus, ut caveamus 
nequid diſſonans in poſterum ſentiamus aut doceamus. . fs 
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from examining his Deciſions, On the contrary, 
. becauſe we think him infallible, we apply our ſelves 
ſo much the more diligently co find out the certain 
Meaning and Sence of the Inſtructions he gives 
us, thereby to correct our own Opinions, if they 
have been Erroneous, and to guide our Thoughts 
and Practice for the future, | 


How could the Biſhops of France for ſhame own 
and publiſh Writings ſo contrary to the Honour of 
the Epiſcopacy, in which ſome of them are fo 
baſe as to diveſt themſelves of that Power with 
which they were entruſted by Jeſus Chriſt, of 
being Judges in Matters of Doctrine; and reduce 
the Dignity of their Office to the ſervile Conditi- 
on of putting the Pope's Decrees in execu ion? 
How can they reckon ſuch Prelates of their Party, 
who, inſtead of examining the Merits of the Cen- 
ftitution, go only upon the Pope's Infallibility, in 
which there is not one of our Biſhops dare publick- 
ly own he agrees with chem ? 


But Secondly, were the Caſe otherwiſe; were 
theſe Foreign Biſhops ever ſo much inclind to 
exert their juſt Authority, could they have had 
the Liberty of doing it? Tis notorious, that in 
all Countries ſubject to the Iyquiſition, the Inquiſi- 
tor- General aſſuming a Power of robbing the Bi- 
ſhops of their Authority, forced them by Arbitrary 
Methods into a blind Compliance with the Pope's 
Decrees. He declares, that whoever refuſes to 
ſubmit to his Mandate, incurs the Cenſure of the 
Church ipſo facto, and condemns them in'a Fine of 
200 Ducars, applicable to the Holy Office. 


The Apprehenſions of yet greater Severity awe 


theſe Prelates into a tacit Submiſſion, having ſeen 
the Biſhop of Oviedo atteſted by Order of the In- 
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quiſition, and ſent Priſoner to Rowe 3 which Treat- 
ment ſufficiently makes it appear, that cheir Fears 
are not groundle(s, and that they ate thereby hin- 
dred from declaring themſelves openly agaiatt che 
Conſtitution. 

I would fain know, wich the Biſhop of Auxerre, 
what that diſtin& Point is, in which cis pretend» 
ed, the Belief and Underſtanding of ali that 
F have received the Conſtitution, concur, as in 2 
Center of Unity. Ha 

The Object of our Faith conſiſts in ſome Di- 
ſtinct Idea preſented co the Mind, which we o- 
blige either to believe or reject it. But where is 
this diſtinct Idea to be found in the Conflitution tf 
The very Biſhops, who ſay, they accept the Buri 
purely, and without Reſtriftion, neither agree a» 
mong themſclves, nor with the Pope, touching 
the Sence they condemn in each Propoſition; nor 
about the Qualifications to be reſpectively applied 
to them; that is to ſay, what judgment we are to 
make of them. 


Firſt, There is no real Agreement between the 
Pope and the Biſhops, about the $Sence they con- 
demn in each Propoſi:ion : For God forbid, we 


 thonld think, all the Biſhops who canfels, they 


receive the Burr purely, and without Reſtriction, 
ſhould condemn the 101 Propoſitions in their na- 
tural and plain Meaning, which is evidently the 
{ſame with the Scriptures and Fathers. | 
No, the Paſtors! Inſtruction, approy d of by the 
Cardinals of Rohan and h, who were of that 
Number, forbids us to entertain fuch a Thought : 
For that Piece ſubmits only to the Pope's Cenſure, 
ſuch Points as are really Erronsous, and conſe- 
quently, does not affect the Propoſitions, unleſs they 
have a Foreign and ſtrain d Sende put upon * 
| at 
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But then, are not theſe Biſhops who put this 
forced Conſtruction upon the Need fearful 
leſt they ſheuld not anſwer the Pope's Expectati- 
ons; who is continually declaring that he con- 
demns them in their natural and obvious Sence ? 
How can they be aſſured, that the Foreign Bi- 
ſhops will condemn them in the ſame Sence they 
do in their Paſtoral Inſtruction, which is utterly con- 
zrary to the Intention of the Burr, and of which 
thoſe Foreigners have no manner of Know- 
ledge ? 

Even amongſt the Biſhops of France, ſome who 
have admired the Burr, as they ſay, purely, and 
without reſerve, have not agreed with the Paſtoral 


Inſtruction, ſet forth by the Forty. Can we be 


certain, that none of them condemn the Propo- 
ſitions in their true and natural Meaning? Or with 
what Juſtice can they be denied che ſame Liber» 
ty their Brethren have taken, in giving each Pro- 
poſition the Meaning they like beſt; and putting 


this or that Conſtruction upon the Pope's Burr 27 


Where therefore, as the Biſhop of Auxerre ob- 
ſerves, is that univerſal — in the Church 
about the Conſtitution; fince of two Perſons that 
have ſubmitted to it, One is not certain; but he 
thinks quite contrary to the Other, of each Propo- 
ſition. 

Nor is the Diſſention leſs amongſt the Prelates, 
concerning the Judgment we are to make of each 
Propoſition. The Pope in his Burr condemns One 
Hundred and One; and declares them all reſpectively 
Falſe, Captious, Sounding ill, &c. That is, every Pro- 


poſition deſerves one of the Twenty five nn. | 


tions he is pleaſed to give them. 


But 
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But who is able to conjecture, which of thioſs 
Qualifications is defign'd for each Article? Are the 
Biſhops themſelves agreed upon fo important a 


Point? Or ſhall every private Perſon be left at Li- 


berty to condemn ſuch a Propoſition as Captioxs, a- 
nother as Blaſphemom, and a Third as Heretical, ac- 
cording to his own Fancy? 

What could one think of a Divine, who being 
ask'd his Opinion upon a certain Propoſition , 
ſhould gravely anſwer, that it was either Falſe, Raſh, 
Scandalom, or Heretical ? Should one not have reaſon 
to deſpiſe ſuch a Deciſion, which inſtead of te mo- 
ving the Doubt, only ſerved to increaſe it ? Or 
what an odd Notion ſhould we conceive of a Judge, 
who being to condemn Twelve Criminals, ſhould 
include them all in the ſame Sentence to be Hang'd, 
Baniſh'd, Burnt, and Broken upon the Wheel, 
without ſpecifying the particular Puniſhment each 
one was to undergo ? Could ſuch a whimſical 
Sentence as this, ſubſiſt, or be put in Execution? 
How then can the Cenſtitution become an eſtabliſh'd, 
unalterable and uniform Rule of Faith, which in 
condemning One Hundred and One Propoſitions, 
preſents us with Twerty five peſſible Acts of Faith to 
each of them, without directing which is to have 
the preference. So that if it were true, that the 
Burt had been receiv'd by 2500 Biſhops, it might 
very well happen, that not any Two of them 
would agree in Opinion upon the Burr in Gene- 
ral, or apply the fame Qualification to all the Pro- 
poſitions, | 

Tis urged indeed, in Juſlification of this Pro- 
ceeding , that the Council of Conſtance did the 


ſame againſt Wicklif's Forty tive Propoſitions ; But 


whoever reads the Declaration of the Univerſity ot 
Pars, containing their Motives for appealing to 


the General Council, will eaſily perceive the vaſt 


Diffe- 
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Difference between the Conduct of that Council 
and that of the preſent Romam Cenſors. | 


For, Firſt, Not one of W:ick!;f's Propoſitions was 
taken down in the ſame Terms with the Scripture, 
Councils, and Fathers, as many of Father ueſnel's 
Arc, | | | ; 


Then, on the other hand, many of his Propoſiti- 
tions are, as that Council ſets forth, notoriouſly 
Horetical, and long before condemn'd by the Fa- 
thers. | 


In a Word, 'tis remarkable of that Council, that 
they did not condemn. Wickiif's Propoſitions, till 
the Committee appointed to examine them, had 
given cach Propoſition its proper Qualification 
that there was no room left do doubt of the certain 
Judgment of the Council, and conſequently of 
that every Chriſtian ought to make upon each Pro- 
poſition, 


The preſent Seate therefore of our Church in re- 
lation to the Conftiturion, is this: 

The Pope inſiſts, That we oughe to receive the 
Con titution, clandeſtinely formed by four or five 
hot- headed ignorant Cardinals, in its plain and 
natural Signification, and as a Determination of 
the Univerſal Church: A Conſtitution, which in the 
moſt injurious manner condemns a Reverend Fa- 
ther without hearing him; renders the Expreſſi- 
ons of Holy Scripture of io weight, and ſub. 
veres the very Foundation of Religion, Doctrine, 
Moralicy and Dicipline. 


Tis 
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Tis true eices few Mandates and Scraps 
of Letten n Foreign Brſhups, amounting in all 
to about Forty Three, which, it we ſhould allow to be 
Genuine, are rather to be look d upon as ſo many 
fordid Pieces of Flattery of à Power they dread 
and hope All from, chan an Epiſcopal Deciſion, 
pronounced upon due Examination of the Cauſe, 
and wich an Authority becoming the Apolile's 
Succeſfors. | 
he greateſt part of the French Biſhops do not, 
in truth, admit of any ching elſe than che Paſtoral 
Inflra&i n, or ſuch Explauations as they themſelves 
give, and not the Burr its (elf ; which in many 
Points diſagrees with them. 

Beſides, they are all under an Obligation not to 
condemn thoſe Propofitions that relate to Ex- 
communication ; but wich ſuch Reſtrictions and 
Modifications as the Parliaments have thought fit to 
tack to them; and which deſttoy the Intention of 
the Bult. Vet many of thoſe. Prelates make no 
Difficulty of ſaying, they accept of the Bu pure- 
ly and without Reſerve ; not giving themſelves the 
Trouble ro enquire if chey do ir in the lame Sence 
requir'd by the Pope; or whether the Foreign bi- 
ſhops concur with chem in fixing the ſame meaning 
to c ach Propoſition, 

On the contrary, there are others, and they are 
far the greater Number, who will not venture to 
declare, they receive the Burt purely and without 
Reſerve ; knowing, their Acceptacion is relative to 
their own Explana ions, and viſibly contrary to 
that which naturally preſents it felf to us in the 
Propofitions. Theſe Prolates, who differ from the 
reft only in this, that they are not afraid to call 
things by their Names. are Excommunicated by 
the Pope, and abandoned by their Brethren ; Who 
have chought fic to call heit Actepracion of the Burr 

| 1 Pure 
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pure and unreſtrain'd ; alcho' they 
and different meaning. ä 

In a Word, many of our Biſhops having for Five 
Mears together ineffectually laboured by all poſſible 
meaus to deſend Truth and Juſtice, openly attack d 
by che Con{titution, and to quiet the Diſturbances 
it has raiſed in the Church; have at laſt been o- 
bliged, as in all Ages has been done, to appeal to 
a General Council ; which alone is able to reme- 
dy the preſent Misfortunes of the Church. Theſe 
Prelates are already in number * Twenty On? And 
we are aſlured, ſeveral others are diſpoſed to join 
with them, They are 1 eſteem d, and ac- 
knowledg'd to be Men of the beſt Underſtanding, 
and moſt devoted to Truth and the Preſervation of 
the Kingdom's Rights ; in Defence of which, they 


—— 
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»The Biſhop of Mirepsix, of Senes, of Montpellier, of 
Bon gne. Theſe Four appeal'd in the ſame Act March the 
11 1717. | 
Cardinal de Noailles, Archbiſhop of Pars, Aprilthe 3d 1717s» 
The B.ſhop of Verdun, the 224 of March 1717. 

of Pamiers the 12th of April 1717, 

of Chalons the 21ſt of April 1717. 

of Condom the 21/7 of April 1717, 

of Agen the 21 of April 1717. 

of St. Maio the 21/t of April 1717. 

of Auxerre the 14% of May 1717. 

of Leztours the 1/# of June 1717. 

of Bayonne the . 1717. 

of Magon the 224 of Auguſt 1717. 

of Tour nay the 13th of Otober 1718. 

of Laen the 24th of October 1718. 

ot 4:gouleſme the 19th of November 1718. 

of 4g fle 1718. 
| © of Grenoble en 1718. 3 
The Chapter and Metropolitan Church of Tours, the 
See being Vacant, the 30th of September 1718. | 


are 


n 

are 8 fit cheir Eſtates and Liberties, 
At the Fl them is Cardinal de Noailles, Arch- 
biſhop oF Faris, attended by almoſt all his Clergy ; 
who at preſent may be ſaid to be the ſoundeſt and 
moſt flouriſhing Pare of the Church, They are 
follow'd by the famous Univerſity of Paris, the 
learned Faculty of Divinity, the Univerſities and 
Faculties of Rheims and Namz, and a preat Part of 
the Clergy belonging to the Diocelles of thoſe 
Biſhops, who are moſt violent for the Conſitution; 
and by the moſt learned and numerous Communities, 
the Benedictines, Dominicans, the Regular Canons 
of St. Genevieve, and St. Victor, the Fathets of the 
Orarory, and thoſe of the Chrittian Religion: 
To which Number may be added, according to the 
Notion of the Biſhop of Agen, the Popes and Bi- 
ſhops now with God; who having taught the ſame 
Doctrine, are now united to theſe Reverend Pre- 
lates, in the Communion of Saints, and conſequent- 
ly make a very great Majority on their Side. 
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The 1 ranſlator to the Reader. | 


dpppbep34434$b4244$4qq 
1 being a Curioſity natural to Mankind, as 


know the Paſſages and Circumſtances of the 
Death, as well as che Birth and Life of any 
Eminent Perſon, I imagind, the following Account, 
as it has been already Printed, would not be unac- 
ceptable, nor improperly Added to this Treatiſe, 


From the Amſterdam-Gaxette, dated December 5. 


HE celebrated PasQU1its QuzsxFET, Father 

of the Oratoury of France, who ſince the Lear 
1704. had retird to this Place, Died here on the 
2d. Inſtant, in the 86th Year of his Age. On the 
28th. of November, finding himſelf ill of a Fever, 
and conſidering chat ir was dangerous for a Perſon 
of his Age, he demanded che Hacraments of the 
Romiſh Ghurch ; which accordingly were admini- 
fred ro him that Afternoon by the Hands of his 
Paſtor. He kept his perfect Senſes to the laſt Mow 
ment; and from the Morning he never ceaſed to 


ſay plalms with an Audible Voice. On the faid 


28th of November, after having received all the 
Sacraments, he judged proper, in order to prevent 
all Calumnies which might be diſperſed after his 
Dearth, to make his Confeſſion of Faith in the Pre- 
ſencc of ewo Apoſtolick Prothonatories and Wirtz 


gelle; whey he ſigned with his own Hand. 
: The 
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The ſame- is as follows; | 


The underwritten PasQv1zx Qursntt, born at 
Paris, Father of the Oratory of France, finding 
my ſelf dangerouſly Sick a-bed, and being proba- 
bly, ſoon to give an Account to the Supreme Judge 
of all Actions, of my Life; do declare as fol 
WS 3 eras | 

I believe all the Truths which Jeſus Chriſt has 
taught his Church; in the Boſom of which I will 
die, and with which I condemn all the Errors 
which ſhe Condemns or ſhall Condemn. 

I acknowledge the Sovereign Poatiff to be Firſt 
Vicar of Jefus Chriſt, and the Apoſtolick See to 
be the Center of Unity. | 
I declare, that I never pretended to Say, to Write, 
or to Think, any thing contrary to the Belief and 
Doctrine of the Holy Catholick Church, or to the 
Reſpect which every Humble Son of the Church 
ewes to her Deciſions. | 

As to my Book of Aral Riflefions on the News 
Tef:9»:nt, | declare, that in Compoſing it, I never 
had the leaſt Thought to inſert any thing chat 
was contrary to the Sentiments of the Church, or 
had any Relation to the pernicious Errors, or ma- 
Kcious Intentions that were imputed to me at Rome, 
and in asc; and which I deteſt from the Bottom 
ef my Heart ; but that the Sole Intention I had in 

Compoting ic, was to do ſome Service to the Church 
by inftrucking the Foirhful, N. 
That 1 perſiſt in believing, that IT have caught 
nothing in my Book of Moral Ref dt ion, nor in my 
other Writings, but what is perfectly Conformable 
to the Belief of the Church; but in Cale, that a- 
gainſt my Intention, I might have les fallany thing 
that might be contrary to it, I rettact it, and I oy 
WAL de 


\ 


| Ss. Ac 
| teſt it, ſubmitting my ſelf before-hand to all that 
| the Church ſhall decide touching my Writings and 
El my Perſon. 
| That I renew the Complaints and Proteſtations 
I have made againſt che/manifeſt Injuſtice of thoſe 
who have condemn'd ms Without hearing md or 
having read my Writings in my own Juſtificati | 
That I perſiſt in the Appeal I have put jp, ta 
| future General Council, from the Con/tiruthn of v 
Holy Father the Pope; which begins wich the 
| Words, Unigenitus Dei Filiu, and from all th Gris 
| vances and Complaints of which, I have demanded 
Juſtice of the Church. 3 8 
Laſtly, That 1 deteſt all Spirit of Schiſm and Bi- 
viſion. 1 
Theſe are the Sentiments in which I will Die, in 
| the Communion and Unity of the Catholick, A- 
| poſtolick and Rowmiſh Church, | 


| Done at Amſterdam, in the Preſence of Apoſtolick 
Prothonotaries and Witniſſes thereto requir'd, the 28th of 
November 1719. 


Signed PasQv1in QuesxeL Father of the Oratory] 


We the underwritten Apoſtolick Prothonetaries, certify 
to whom it ſhall belong, that the [aid Ad has been 
read and Signed iy our Preſence, and in the Preſence 
of the Witneſſes thereto requir d, the ſame Day and 
Year as aboveſaid. ee 
ohn van Neck, Prieſt-Paſtor of Amſterdam, Doctor 
in Law and Divinity, and Apoſtolick Prothonotary- 
Fame, Keys, Prieit-Paſtor of Amſterdam, Doctor in 
Law, Apoſtolick Prothonotary. 


And Signed by divers other Witneſſes. 
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